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Free Speech or National Security? 

Wiki Leaks spurs debate over the public's right 
to know vs. the government's need for secrecy 

RIDERS WITH A CAUSE 

AN INTERVIEW WITH PATTY MURRAY 

Chairman of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
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All the sound without all the wires 





Shown in 
Platinum Wliite. 




The Bose" Wave" 

music system 



Just plug it in and hear what you've been missing. With the 
Bose Wave® music system, there are no stacks of components. 
No tangle of wires. No dials to adjust. Advanced Bose tech- 
nologies inside this small system work together to fill the room 
with the acclaimed performance that has made Bose the most 
respected name in sound. When it was first introduced, Wayne 
Thompson of the Oregonian called it "my choice for product 
of the year." You enjoy clear, realistic sound that you may have 
only thought possible from a much larger, more complicated ste- 
reo. In fact, Forbes FYl reports that "you'll think you're listening 
to a. . .sound system that costs five times more." 

A roomful of premium sound... not wires. With the Wave® 
music system, you'll experience the pleasures of Bose quality 
sound moments after you open the box. Everything you need 
is built in: CD/MP3 CD player, FM/AM tuner, clock and alarm. 
You control them all with a convenient, credit card-style 
remote. You can also add the optional Connect Kit to make 
listening to your iPod® even easier, and your iPod or iPhone® 
recharges while it plays. Rich Warren of the News-Gazette 
says this easy-to-use system "will flat out seduce you." 



Shown in Titanium 
Silver with optional 
Connect Kit for iPod. 




Special, limited-time Audition offer. Take advantage of our special, 
limited-time Audition offer and hear the Wave® music system in 
your home for 90 days, risk free. When you call, ask about making 
12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose.* And 
share the sound of this award-winning system with your family 
and friends. Play your favorite music, and hear how instruments 
fill the room with depth and subtle nuances. Compare the sound 
to large component stereos costing much more. You'll soon discover 
how delightfully simple it is to enjoy Bose sound. 



The Bose 90-Day, Risk-Free Audition. 


^ipv FREE shipping 
home. 


Q/\ to try it, 
Z/\/ with no 
DAYS obligation. 


r~\\^ Not delighted? 
FREE return 
■1^^ shipping. 



Hear the sound and make up your own mind. 
But please act soon - this offer ends June 30, 2011. 



To order or learn more: 

1-800-295-2073, ext. TX169 
www.Bose.com/WMS 



Better sound thmugh research® 



*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped. 
Then, your credit card will be billed for 1 1 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program per 
customer. ©201 1 Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the Wave® music system is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and Audition offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Offers valid 5/1/1 1 - 
6/30/1 1 . Risk free refers to 90-day trial only and requires product purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability. iPod and iPhone are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. iPod not included. Call for compatibility. Quotes rephnted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYl, Winter/04. 
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UNITED STATES MILITARY 

WAR VETERAN BIRTHSTONE RINGS 

Featuring the Offtcid Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials, Service Branch Emblems and Your Personal Birthstones 



WWII Ring shown below with 
Navy emblem & Sapphires. 




We proudly present our Official Veterans Militaiy 
Service Rings as powerful reminders of the bravery 
and sacrifice made by so many Veterans during these f^^^^S^^ 
terrible conflicts. The tops of each ring feature solid lOKT 
Gold Military Service Emblems mounted on gleaming ^ 
capstones (Army-Black Onyx; Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, 
Merchant Marine, Navy Seal, Seabee- Blue; Marine- Red) and two 
of your personal birthstones. The sides are sculptures of 
your War medal and ribbon In official colors, and your 
War Memorial or Service Branch Emblem. Each ring Is custom 
crafted In America using genuine sterling silver, richly detailed 
In 22KT antiqued Gold. 

CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: names refer to color, each diamond is genuine .05 ct. 




As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring 
will be engraved on the Inner band with your 
Initials and the year dates of your service. 
"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $239* 
(Diamond Birthstone Rings are $339*), an affordable 
payment plan Is also available. Your satisfaction Is 
guaranteed or you may return your ring within 30 
days for replacement or refund - no questions asked. 
So, order yours today! 

You have earned the right to wear this special ring. 



Korea Defense & Vietnam Campaign Rings, above, NOW AVAILABLE! 
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FEBRUARY 


MARCH 
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MAY 


JUNE 


• 
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AMETHYST 


• 
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JULY 

• 

RUBY 


AUGUST 
PERIDOT 
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SAPPHIRE 


OCTOBER 
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ROSE ZIRCON 


NOVEMBER 
GOLDEN SAPPHIRE 


DECEMBER 
BLUE ZIRCON 



ARMY 



CHOICE OF 10KT GOLD SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM 

NAVY AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS COASTGUARD 



IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 
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FREE 

FLAG PIN 

with every order. 



CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 

Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm EST. Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemorative s™ Rings 

Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087 4599 

□ YES. I wish to order an Exclusive War Veteran Ring, with my 
personal birthstones, initials and year dates of service, (check choices) 
Please send my FREE American Flag Pin! 

□ WWII □ Korean Service □ Korea Defense □ Vietnam Service 

□ Vietnam Campaign □ Desert Storm (not shown) □ Iraq □ Afghanistan 
Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine □ Coast Guard 

□ Merchant Marine (mtshown) □ Navy Seal (mtshown) □ Seabee (not shown) 

Initials Desired (3): Service Yrs: _ 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 

of $59.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

A custom ring sizer will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) AUow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



Address_ 
City 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



_to. 



Phone # (_ 



. Email 



Birthstone Month t(1):_ 



Ring Size of known) _ 



J) ICM 2009 - 201 1 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office as sculpture. 



t April (Diamond Birthstones) add S 100.00* to first payment. 
* Plus SI 4.9 5 for engraving, shipping, and handling. 
PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 
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FOR MORE FINE IVIILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETC0M.COM 
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Attention Victims of Asbestos-Related ■ 
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Trusted attorneys 
Fellow veterans 




Your best choic 
in a time of need. 





EXPERIENCE 



We have over 20 years of experience successfully 
representing veterans stricken by asbestos- 
related mesothelionna. 



SERVICE 



Unlike other mesothelionna lawyers, we 
are veterans who share your values and are 
personally committed throughout your case. 



RESULTS 



Unparalleled track record securing millions of 

dollars to help veterans pay for healthcare and 
support their families. 



COMMITMENT: 



We offer free, no-obligation consultation 

nationwide, and do not expect compensation 
until your suit has succeeded. 



Call1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 
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Credit Card Debt? 

Solutions that can help you get out of debt. 

Tom Hill 

CGA STAFF WRITER 

Every three minutes another person falls behind 
on credit card debt. It's no wonder, since every 
major credit card company has nearly doubled the 
minimum monthly payment on consumers' bills. 
Federal Regulators forced the change because of 
their concern about the growing mountain of 
consumer debt, which stands at $2.17 trillion. 
Many consumers can only pay the minimum 
payment, which can take up to 30 years to pay off. 
Now, relief is in sight for millions of Americans. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



U.S. CREDIT CARD DEBT PER HOUSEHOLD ($) 




i5 87 89 91 93 95 97 99 01 03 05 07 
(Data Source: U.S. Federal Reserve) 



CreditGUARD of America, a non-profit licensed 
debt management service provider, is making a new program available to lower debt payments 
and become free of all credit card debt in only three to five years. Consumers need only $2,000 
or more in total credit card debt and at least 30 days behind on any account, to cut their payment 
by 35% to 50%, and reduce or eliminate interest charges altogether. 

Over 200,000 families, located throughout the U.S. have regained financial independence with 
CreditGUARD' s licensed, bonded and insured service. CreditGUARD of America has received 
high marks in consumer surveys showing high consumer satisfaction and confidence. The 
CreditGUARD debt management program can lower your monthly payments by hundreds and 
save you thousands! 

One such case is Sandra L. who proclaimed "CreditGUARD cut my monthly payment by $656 
and saved me over $29,206.53 in interest They saved my way of life and gave me back my 
piece of mind! Now I can see myself on my way to becoming debt free. " or Jeffrey C. who 
said "CreditGUARD of America helped me consolidate 3 of my credit cards into one afford- 
able payment They are now saving me nearly $200 a month. Now I will be debt free in 2 
years or less" 

Certified Credit Counselors at CreditGUARD of America provide Debt Relief Consultations at 
no charge, when you call 1-800-473-3047. Calculate your interest rate savings instantly online when 
you visit their website at: www.creditguard.org/al 
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AND MOW! 

The original, patented DR® TRIMMER/ 
MOWER is both a precision trimmer 
and a powerful mower! 

TRIM within a whisker of houses, trees, 
fences. Big wheels make it easy for anyone 
to control precisely! 

MOW WITHOUT FEAR of hitting 
rocks or hidden obstacles, because 
there's no blade to bend or dul 

GUARANTEED NOT TO 
TANGLE even in waist-high 
grass and weeds - thanks to its 
patented No-Wrap Trimmer 
Head. 



CUT UP TO 3 
THICK BRUSH 

with optional 
attachment. 




Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 



TOLL-FREE 

800-708-1463 

DRtrimmer.com 
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'Scrambled Nest Eggs' 

I can't believe anyone would try to take away or 
change military retirement pay (April). After my 
husband did 24 years active duty in the Navy, and I 
stayed home to raise our children, there is now 
something to be said about our retirement and 
medical benefits. We scrimped through those 
years of low pay, not to mention separations, 
so we could have "a little bit of retirement." 
My husband still works 40 hours a week now, and 
I work part time, because we cannot live on his 
retirement alone - and the cost of living where we 
are is fairly reasonable. If the government changes 
retirement benefits, no one will serve more than 
two to four years, and what good will that do? 

- Nancy Folor, Kimball, 5.D. 
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The National Commission on 
Fiscal Responsibility and 
Reform urging Congress to 
create a "federal workforce- 
entitlement task force" is a 
perfect example of the problem. 
The government wants to save 
$70 billion, so it creates a 
federal work force - which it 
has to pay - to figure it out. The 
government used to be "by the 
people, for the people." It is now 
"by the government, for the 
government." 

- Francis L McMillian, Glendale, Ariz. 

I strongly object to the 
Legion's defense of the anachro- 
nistic 20-year, all-or-nothing 
retirement system. When retiree 
health care is included, reform- 
ing the military retirement 
system becomes incredibly 
complex. Tom Philpott did a 
good job of addressing many of 
the issues. We, the people of the 
United States, must repay the 
debt owed to the men and 
women in uniform who protect 
our freedom, and must modern- 
ize the military retirement 
system at the same time. We 
can do both. 

- Robert L Welo, Cocoa Beach, Fla. 

Stuart Rakoff says that "when 
people retire at 38 and live to 



be 90 ... it's not such a good 
bargain for the taxpayer any- 
more." I retired in 1976, have 
paid taxes every year, and will 
continue to do so until I die. 
I consider my retirement pay a 
good deal for this taxpayer. 

- Duane Fuehr, Centralia, Wash. 

RIP, Frank Buckles 

I knew Frank Buckles was the 
last veteran of the Great War, 
but I never knew he spent three 
years in the Los Bahos prison 
camp ("I Never Thought I'd Be 
the Last One," Rapid Fire, 
April). I had two close friends, 
now deceased, who helped 
rescue him. Arthur Coleman 
was with the 672nd Amphibian 
Tractor Battalion, and drove one 
of the 54 amtracks that rescued 
the internees. Willard Weikel 
jumped at 500 feet with the 
511th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment. Both were members 
of Post 223 in Shippensburg, Pa. 

- Carl L. Cramer, Newburg, Pa. 

'Scum Power' 

Thank you for your article on 
biofuels (April). A big part of 
the fuel needed for ethanol 
production is used in transport- 
ing the corn crop from field to 
refining plant to pump. If these 
distances are fairly short, there 
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is a positive energy gain; if long, 
there is a net energy loss. The 
industry's own studies actually 
show a slight net energy loss. 
They then add the energy in the 
byproduct animal feed, to show 
a net gain. But you can't put the 
animal feed in your gas tank. 
We should not make ethanol fuel 
unless there is a high energy 
gain. The fact is that using corn 
for fuel takes food out of the 
mouths of the hungry, for little 
net gain in fuel energy. 

- Thomas S. Dickermon, Doly City, Calif. 

This article is so misleading 
that it is difficult to know 
where to begin. Having been 
both a Mobil engineer and an 
Exxon attorney, I will start with 
ExxonMobil's own yield data, 
2,000 gallons of fuel per acre 
per year. That is 47.6 barrels per 
acre. To replace the more than 
3 billion barrels of foreign oil 
imported last year would require 
a controlled chemical tank of 
70.26 million acres, or 109,781 
square miles - the size of the 
states of New York, Florida and 
Delaware combined. 

Algae is yet another red 
herring on which to spend 
taxpayer dollars and throw us 
off the right path. 

- Seldon B. Grohom Jr., Austin, Texas 

Federal gun control 

After reading the no-spin 
column on gun control (Big 
Issues, April), I found it interest- 
ing that Rep. Louie Gohmert, 
R-Texas, referred to the Constitu- 
tion for his argument, while Rep. 
Alcee L. Hastings, D-Fla., stayed 
away from it. Need I say more? 

- Robert Rouillord, Tocomo, Wosli. 



Rep. Hastings argues for 
increased gun control on the 
unfounded premise that Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords was shot by an 
individual inspired by "violent 
political expression." There are 
no indications that the alleged 
shooter, Jared Loughner, had any 
political leanings or involved 
himself in political discourse. 
According to those who knew 
him personally, he was basically 
apolitical, his personal fixation 
on Giffords notwithstanding. 

The mentally unstable Lough- 
ner should have been prohibited 
from purchasing a firearm 
because of his erratic behavior, 
which had been known to local 
authorities for some time. 
Unfortunately, pre-emptive 
actions that might prevent 
similar tragedies are hampered 
by current laws. Instead, we see 
another reactionary, opportunis- 
tic attempt to breach the Second 
Amendment, which acknowl- 
edges the right of law-abiding 
citizens to keep and bear arms, 
as twice confirmed in recent 
years by the Supreme Court. 

-Archie Cumbee, IHolly Springs, N.C 

The problem is not more 
federal gun control. The problem 
is career politicians like Alcee 
Hastings, who don't understand 
that an armed citizen protects us 
from people like him. 

- Floyd Golegar, Amorillo, Texas 

I was dismayed to see an 
opinion from Rep. Hastings on 
gun control. I refuse to even 
consider the advice of a former 
federal judge impeached and 
removed from the bench. 

-Alon R. Yates, Concord, N.H. 



I do not see a limit on maga- 
zine capacities as a threat to our 
Second Amendment rights. In 
my opinion, the founding fathers 
wanted a well-regulated militia, 
under which individual citizens 
would have firearms and use 
them when called upon under 
the organization of the militia. 
I am all in favor of the right of 
hunters to own firearms, and of 
citizens to protect their homes, 
but I see no need for ownership 
of an AK-47, for instance. 

-John Voelkel, Baltimore 

Congressional benefits 

Regarding the comments of 
Manson Policy and Robert 
Maupin concerning the article on 
military retirement (Vet Voice, 
April), I frequently see state- 
ments such as theirs comment- 
ing on how terrible it is that 
those in Congress get full 
retirement benefits after just one 
term. In reality, there is no such 
thing as retiring with an imme- 
diate, full-salary pension after 
only one term in office. There is 
no special plan for senators and 
representatives. Congressional 
retirement plans are virtually 
identical to the retirement plans 
for all other federal employees. 

Anyone in Congress must work 
for at least five years to be 
eligible for a pension, which they 
can't draw until they are 62. If 
they have worked for 10 or more 
years, they can draw a reduced 
pension as early as 55. I invite 
readers to educate themselves on 
this subject by reading Congres- 
sional Research Service Report 
RL30631, found at opencrs.com/ 
document/rl30631. 

- Patrick M. McGinn, California, Md. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE }NELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 
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ENTER I WIN! 




^ ^ ^ traser® H3 WATCH 



EsT^ of 
www.MedalsofAmerica.com 




Valued At 



Veterans Day 

GIVEAWAY 

Thursday, November 11th Commander 

We are giving 7 lucl<y Vets 1 of 3 great prizes: 1 00 Pro 

GRAND PRIZE M vet | traser' H3 Watch WatCh 
FIRST PLACE I 5 vets | Mounted Medals Set 
SECOND PLACE I lovets | YEAR Supply of Hats 



MOUNTED MEDALS SET 




Valued Over 

$300 



IVIedals listed on your DD214. 




YEAR SUPPLY OF HATS 



Valued Over 

$200 



12 Hats at $17.95 each! 




Ik CALL 



CLICK 



1-800-605-4003 

and get entered to win FAST! 



Go online to 
medalsofamerica.com 




Fill out your info below, 
cut it out and send it in. 



MAIL TO: Medals of America | 114 Southchase Blvd | Fountain Inn, SC 29644-9019 



wn«!.rAEdal?eilAiTiari>:a't»"> 
VfHJf For All U.S. MiinarK fiwa"li 



Colorl 

Catalog # 



Return this card today and see our catalog for yourself. 

□ YES! I want to enter your VETERAN'S CONTEST, free of any 
obligation and I want your FREE color catalog. Send my copy to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 



CITY 



STATE 



ZIP 



E-MAIL 




BRANCH OF SERVICE. 



Go online for official contest rules. 
No purchase necessary. 1 winner 
will receive a traser® H3 Commander 
100 Pro watch. 5 winners will receive 
a Mounted Medals Set, which 
includes ONLY medals listed on his/ 
her DD214. 10 winners will receive a 
Medals of America gift card for the 
amount of $216.00, which is equal 
to the cost of 12 hats. Winners are 
responsible for paying tax. One entry 
per household. Send in the attached 
card, phone or sign up online to be 
drawn on November 11, 2011. All 
entries due by October 15, 2011. 
Winners will be chosen at random. 
Chance of winning decreases with 
increasing number of participants. 
*Documentation of authorization to 



MEDIA CODE GA1 1 A ^gg,- q,- display awards is required. 



68 pages full of products to show your Military pridel 



1-800-605-4003 O www.MedalsofAmerica.com 



The Legion and VA: allies, not adversaries 



As the nation's largest and most unified voice of U.S. military veterans, 
The American Legion has an essential duty to provide public oversight 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs. That's quite by design. Since no 
other arm of government touches the lives of so many veterans, and no 
other organization represents so many veterans, the VA-Legion relation- 
ship is natural. We are devoted to proper funding for VA, and closely 
monitor its uses. As advocates for the patients, we are not - as is com- 
monly misunderstood - adversaries of the government. One thing the 
Legion and VA always agree on: we share a mission to provide the best 
care possible for those who swore with their lives to protect our nation. 

The Legion's System Worth Saving (SWS) program is an excellent 
illustration of that alliance. Throughout the year, the SWS Task Force 
conducts site visits at VA facilities across the nation. Task-force members 
and Legion staff meet with doctors, nurses, administrators and patients, 
learning straight from the sources the greatest challenges facing them. 
We use that intelligence to write resolutions, help draft legislation, 
influence policies and make the case for funding. The full SWS report is 
shared annually with VA, Congress and the White House. 

The program began in 2003 when one of my predecessors as national 
commander, Ronald F. Conley of Pennsylvania, made it his goal to visit 
VA medical facilities in every American Legion department. The ques- 
tions he asked covered such issues as access to doctors, inpatient bed 
space and nursing shortages, at a time when thousands of patients were 
waiting months for appointments. That effort led to many improvements 
in the system and triggered new priorities for VA's future. 

I recently participated in an SWS visit in my home department of 
Alaska, where I've worked as a service officer since 2006, helping 
veterans file VA claims. The SWS Task Force spent several hours talking 
with an Anchorage facility's department managers and health-care 
providers. They talked budget, patient numbers, various types of care 
and future construction plans. We later toured the adjoining Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson DoD/VA Joint Venture Hospital, which houses a 
new traumatic brain injury (TBI) clinic, and met with veterans, who 
most often gave rave reviews over the quality of their care. 

The SWS Task Force uses information at places such as Anchorage to 
better understand best practices in VA. Like problems that run through 
the system (aging infrastructure, for instance), positive reports on 
quality of care always reinvigorate our commitment to keep the system 
well-resourced and on the road to improvement. 

Some issues are national, such as the untimely budgets all VA health- 
care facilities faced until advance appropriations became law. Some 
issues are regional, like delivering VA care in a state as rural as Alaska. 
And some are local, like the lack of a needed hospital in a veteran-heavy 
community. Regardless of the issue, good or bad, it is the Legion's sacred 
responsibility to get to the bottom of what's working and what is not, 
and bring that message back to Washington so changes can be made. It 
is one of the ways the Legion works at every level, from the individual 
patient to VA Central Office, to improve 
the lives of veterans. Few things are 
more central to our founding purpose. 
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National Commander 
Jimmie Foster 



MEMORANDA 

FREE WEB SEMINAR FOCUSES 
ON RETIREMENT AND MONEY 

It's never too late to start planning 
for retirement, even if you're 
already retired. The American 
Legion's preferred provider of 
financial services - USAA - offers a 
free online seminar Wednesday, 
June 8, at 8 p.m. EST, to address 
the challenges and opportunities 
that arise when your working years 
are behind you. "Retirement 360° 
Your Questions Answered" is one 
in a series of monthly online 
presentations broadcast live over 
the Internet and accessible at 
www.legion.org. Previous USAA 
Web seminars on personal finance 
are also now archived on the 
Legion website. To register for the 
June 8 event, visit 
www.usaa.com/webinar. 

HOW TO PICK OUT A FLAG 

The American Legion's Emblem 
Sales Division recently produced a 
new educational video that shows 
consumers how to buy the right 
kind of U.S. flag. The video 
explains differences in fabric and 
the appropriate sizes for various 
types of display. Visit www. 
americanlegionf1ags.com. To 
purchase flags and other patriotic 
items, visit www.legion.org/ 
emblemsales. 



Ease of Use, 
Peace of Mind. 






Veterans'' 
Discount 
Available 



Be able to bathe 
safely and worry-free 
with a Premier Care in 
Bathing Walk-In Bath. 

Independence and security are only 
a phone call away. If you or a loved 
one struggle taking a bath, contact us 
at Premier Care in Bathing about our 
extensive range of walk-in baths. 

• Enjoy a relaxing bath again, 
without the fear of slipping 
or falling. 

• The walk-in door feature allows 
easy access. 

• HydrOitescent warm air jets 
soothe away your aches and pains. 



Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
about Premier Care Walk-ln Baths. 

Name 



2710061 



Telephone ( ) 


Email 




(Required for Processing) 






Address 






City 




State Zip 



Proudly made 
in the USA 




Send to: Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd., 
South Daytona, Florida 3211 9 




CALL NOW . TOLL FREE 



Transform Your Bathroom 
and Transform Your Life. 



1-800-578-2899 



PROMO CODE 2710061 



BIG ISSUES 



Hearings on radical Islam in America 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Dan Lungren, R-Calif. 

■ Lungren is a member of the 
House Committee on Homeland 
Security. 




OPPOSE 

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, 
D-Texas 

■ Lee is a member of the House 
Committee on Homeland Security. 



Why would Congress spend time on hearings 
about the attempted radicalization of American 
Muslim youth? 

A better question is why the House Homeland 
Security Committee has taken so long to follow up 
on hearings conducted by one 
of its subcommittees in Tor- 
rance, Calif., in April 2007. 
Presided over by then-Subcom- 
mittee Chairman Jane Harman, 
D-Cahf., these hearings 
focused on the narrower issue 
of attempted radicalization by 
Islamic extremists in our 
prison population. 

One of the goals of our March hearings was 
to provide a platform for the moderate voices of 
the American Muslim community during a time 
of great stress. The personal anguish and sense 
of loss by family members of those targeted by 
extremists is something we should seek to 
comprehend if we are to fully understand the 
impact of radicalization. 

We forget at our peril the conclusion of the 9/11 
Commission, which was our failure to "connect 
the dots." So what current dots confront us? Prior 
to our hearing. National Counterterrorism Center 
Director Michael Leiter told us that al-Qaida's 
strategy is evolving toward "propaganda efforts 
designed to inspire like-minded individuals to 
conduct attacks in their home countries." Attorney 
General Eric Holder has said that the issue before 
us "is one of the things that keeps me up at night." 

The stories of our witnesses illustrate clearly that 
those targeted are, in a real sense, victims of a 
radical extremist ideology that threatens the safety 
of our communities and places beyond our shore- 
line. There can be no doubt that this is an entirely 
legitimate concern of Congress, and an appropriate 
matter for oversight. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

In March, the House Committee on 
Homeland Security, led by Rep, Peter King, 
R-N,Y„ conducted controversial hearings 
on the extent of Islamic extremism in the 
United States, Critics say the hearings 
unfairly singled out Muslims, 



Immediately after the 9/11 attacks, Americans 
came together in an unprecedented fashion and 
made vows to our country, our neighbors and the 
victims of the heinous attacks. We vowed that we 
would remain resilient, and we recommitted 
ourselves to respecting 
religious freedom. 

However, some people are 
disregarding this recommit- 
ment. Recently, more and 
more Americans have been 
almost conditioned to 
believe that the majority of 
people who seek to do us 
harm are of Muslim descent. 

By no means am I saying that the United States 
does not have a radicalization problem. However, 
a single-minded approach to homegrown terror- 
ism ignores all other threats. Law-enforcement 
agencies identify neo-Nazis, environmental 
extremists and anti-tax groups as more prevalent 
than Muslim terrorist organizations. The sophisti- 
cated explosive device found along a parade route 
in Washington state on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day was an act of domestic terrorism clearly 
based on racist ideology. 

In January, an alleged lone-wolf extremist 
violently attacked both a friend and colleague 
of ours, and others, in Tucson, Ariz. What Mus- 
lim extremists have in common with lone-wolf 
extremists is that they espouse radical views. It 
should be common sense that our most effective 
means of identifying terrorists is through their 
studied behavior - not ethnicity, race or religion. 

If we are going to seriously maximize our 
efforts toward countering violent extremism, 
we need to come from behind the veil of ethnic 
stereotyping and begin to look at all the trends 
in all types of domestic terrorism, and boost our 
reliance on human intelligence. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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ADVERTISEMENT 




Limited 
Availability 

Less Than 
^290 
Ounces 
of Tanzanite 
Remain in 
This Special 
Purchase. 



2 carats of 
Genuine 
Tanzanite 

Save near $700! 



African Gem Cutter 
Makes $2,689,000 Mistake... Will You? 



This story breaks my heart every time. Allegedly, just two 
years after the discovery of tanzanite in 1967, a Maasai 
tribesman knocked on the door of a gem cutter's office in 
Nairobi. The Maasai had brought along an enormous chunk 
of tanzanite and he was looking to sell. His asking price? Fifty 
dollars. But the gem cutter was suspicious and assumed that a 
stone so large could only be glass. The cutter told the 
tribesman, no thanks, and sent him on his way. Huge mistake. 
It turns out that the gem was genuine and would have easily 
dwarfed the world's largest cut tanzanite at the time. Based on 
common pricing, that ''chunk" could have been worth close 
to $3,000,000! 

The tanzanite gem cutter missed his chance to hit the 
jeweler's jackpot... and make history. Would you have made 
the same mistake then? Will you make it today? 
In the decades since its discovery, tanzanite has 
become one of the world's most coveted gemstones. 
Found in only one remote place on Earth (in Tanzania's 
Merelani Hills, in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro), the 
precious purple stone is 1,000 times rarer than diamonds. 
Luxury retailers have been quick to sound the alarm, warning 
that supplies of tanzanite will not last forever. And in this 
case, they're right. Once the last purple gem is pulled from 
the Earth, that's it. No more tanzanite. Most believe that we 
only have a few years supply left, which is why it's so amazing 
for us to offer this incredible price break. Some retailers along 
Fifth Avenue are more than happy to charge you outrageous 
prices for this rarity. Not Stauer. Staying true to our contrarian 
nature, we've decided to lower the price of one of the world's 
rarest and most popular gemstones. 



Our 2-Carat Sunburst Tanzanite Ring features marquise-cut 
gems set dramatically in gorgeous sterling silver. Each facet 
sparkles with the distinct violet-blue hue of the precious 
stones. Behind the shine you'll find that the exquisite 
silverwork of the setting calls to mind the detailed treasures 
being produced by Europe's finest jewelers. This is a ring 
designed to impress and it does not disappoint. 
Now is the point where opportunity knocks. If you open that 
door today, you can own this spectacular ring for less than 
$100. If you wait? We can't say for sure. 
Your satisfaction is completely guaranteed. For our 
client-friendly approach, Stauer has earned a rare A+ rating 
from the Better Business Bureau , a rating we wish to keep. 
So, of course, your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are 
not completely aglow with the Sunburst Tanzanite Ring, 
send it back within 30 days for a prompt and courteous refund. 
But, please don't wait, our supply is dropping rapidly. 

JEWELRY SPECS: 

- 2 ctw genuine tanzanite - .925 sterling silver setting - Ring sizes 5-1 0 

Sunburst Genuine Tanzanite Ring (2 ctw)— ^795^ 
Now $99 +S&P Save $696 

Call now to take advantage of this limited ojfer. 



1-888-201-7112 



Promotional Code TZR371-02 

Please mention this code when you call. 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+ 



Suucr® 



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TZR37 1-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 



o 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 



LIVING WELL 



The research of regrowth 



BY RACHEL KAUFMAN 

For the hundreds of thousands of American 
men and women fighting the nation's wars, 
returning home with debilitating injuries is a 
very real possibility. 

In such cases, modern medicine has created a 
conundrum of sorts: while doctors can save a 
Marine struck by a roadside bomb in Afghani- 
stan, they might not be able to fix his 
scarred skin, replace his missing ear or 
give him a functioning mouth. 

"Our ability to save lives has out- 
paced our ability to restore form and 
function," said Joachim Kohn, a 
Rutgers University chemist, during a 
presentation at the USU-HJF Military 
Medicine Symposium in Washington 
last September focusing on regenera 
tive medicine. 

That term encompasses 
everything from creating 
new skin to cover scars to 
growing whole limbs 
from scratch. Scientists 
can't yet regrow a pa- 
tient's arm like a sala- 
mander regrows its tail, 
but they're racing to 
develop new regenera- 
tive treatment options 
for severely wounded 
U.S. troops. 

Much of the push is 
coming from the Armed 
Forces Institute of Regenerative 
Medicine, a $250 million govern 
ment-funded initiative launched 
two years ago with the goal of 
getting technology out of 
laboratories and into the 
medical world. The most 
promising work was the talk of 
the symposium. 

For instance, a soldier who 
has lost part of his jaw usually 



undergoes surgery to have his jawbone replaced 
with bone from his hip. About one in six of these 
surgeries fail, and another 20 percent have 
complications, said Col. Robert G. Hale, chief of 
oral and maxillofacial surgery at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio. 

The wounded soldier of the future may be 
implanted with a biodegradable "scaffold" 
the size and shape of the missing bone. 
As he heals, his own bone grows back, 
following the guide of the implanted 
material. Then, harmlessly, the scaffold 
breaks down. Similar scaffolds are 
being developed in Kohn's lab to replace 
lost cartilage, such as in noses or ears. 
Burns, especially those caused by 
improvised explosive devices (lEDs), 
are another high priority area of 
study in the field of military 
medicine. The Wake 
Forest Institute for Regenera- 
tive Medicine has developed 
a "bioprinter" of sorts that 
applies a layer of skin cells 
over an open wound. The 
printer uses the same 
basic technology as an 
office printer, and has 
shown promise in mice. 

Currently, if a soldier 
takes shrapnel to the leg, 
a large enough wound 
means he'll lose the leg, 
even if his foot is fine. 
Doctors have no way to 
replace lost nerve 
tissue. But if regenera- 
tive medicine can 
repair larger and 
larger wounds - which 
scientists at the Mayo 
Clinic, Rutgers and the 
Cleveland Clinic are 
working on - amputations 
could become a thing of 
the past. 




Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should consult their physicians when they have health problems. 



continued on page 14 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and sell 
direct to you. It's just that simple! Come 
see for yourself at one of our 350 STORES 
NATIONWIDE and use this 20% OFF Coupon 
on one of our 7,000 products*, plus with any 
purchase of $9.99 or greater, pick up a FREE 
9 LED Aluminum Flashlight, a $7.99 VALUE 
with our compliments. We stock Automotive 
products. Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
IVIaterial Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 
Generators, and much more. 

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, 
SERVICE AND PRICE! 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



V Over 5 MILLION NEW CUSTOMERS 
in the Last 2 Years! 

V NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY 

V Family Owned & Operated 

V We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year of Purchase! 



Get More Coupons at HarborFreight.com 




[ram 

WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT 
NINE LED ALUMINUM 
FLASHLIGHT 

ITEM 65020 

REG. PRICE $7.99 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS ■ LIMIT 1 Free item only available with qualifying minimum purchase (excluding price 
of free gift item). Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Offer 
good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if free item not picked up in-store. Coupon cannot 
be bought, sold or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or v^ith your order form, or entered 
online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day 




CENTRALPNEUMATIC 
3 GALLON 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 95275 



SAVE 
46% 



$3999 



REG. 
PRICE 
$74.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
......L... J... ^iiiii^ rece\f\. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 



torm, or entered online in order 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 9/17/11. Limit one couj3r- 




10" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
SAVE MITER SAW 

$60 LOT NO. 98199 



$79 



99 



REG. 
PRICE 
$139.99 




HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 



SAW BLADE INCLUDED 



original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to ||||||| |||||||| 11 III II 
receive the coupon discount. Valid || | | l||| | 
through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon I liil^i Hi'l MJI^IP^ 
per customer and one coupon per day. 




'*^10/2/55 AMP, 6/12 VOLT 
SAVE BATTERY CHARGER/ 
- - ENGINE STARTER 

CM I CftGO U^LajJ I 





REG. PRICE $69.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 

E;'£ii'^Hf:|:! Illllllll IIIIIIIII I II 

per customer and one coupon per day. ^eifiii^^ji o 




RECIPROCATING SAW 
WITH ROTATING HANDLE 



REG. PRICE $119.99 

I HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 

I original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
torm, or entered online in order to 

I s &r°-LJr.t..= I llllllllllllllllllillllllllll IIIIIIIII lllli 

per customer and one coupon per day. fiof^^oKo^ 



$^099 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7 




REG. 
PRICE 
$39.99 



id on prior purchases after 3C 



original p^urcha.se.^date_with_re£ei_pL^ good while supplies last. Coupon cannot bi 



_ entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon 
ijer customer and one couponjer dj^ 




I HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any _ 

purchased when you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. *Cannot be used with any other 
I discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on any of the following: gift cards, Inside Track Club 
membership, extended service plans, Compressors, Generators, Tool Cabinets, Welders, Floor 
. Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items. Parking Lot Sale items, Blowout Sale items, 
I Day After Thanksgiving Saie items. Tent Sale items, 800 number orders or online orders. Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Coupon 
I cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store in order to 
" the offer. Valid through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day 
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LOT NO 800 RATED WATTS/ 
^^^^ 900 MAX WATTS 
PORTABLE GENERATOR 



CHICAGO 

lammanen eratorel ' 



^ $8999 



• REG. PRICE $149.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 
transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon 
per customer and one coupon per day. 
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LOT NO. 
68393 




SAVE 
58% 



CHICAGOS ELECTRIC 

POWER TOOLS 

OSCILLATING 
MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL 

$2499 

REG. PRICE 



$59 99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 ^ * " 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). 
Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from 
original purchase date with receipj._^Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or 

Illllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllll - 

ijer customer_and onejoupon_per day^ i€i = zi^v^t^ ^ 



12" RATCHET 
,BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

PITTSBURGH 




SAVE 
80% 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8 



LOT NO. 
46807 



REG. PRICE $9.99 



oupon 

presented in-store, or with your order 
form, or entered online in order to 
receive the coupon discount. Valid 
through 9/17/11. Limit one coupon 
•■ — per day. 



llllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllH 



3 EASY WAYS 
TO SHOP! ^ 



1. l/ISITf 
350 Stores Nationwide 



2. GO TO! 
jAiww.HarliorFreigiit.com^ 



3. CAUf 
1-800-423-2561 
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Further down the road, research- 
ers are developing technology that 
would be able to regenerate the skin 
on a soldier's face. Facial burns are 
terribly difficult to repair. During 
his presentation, Kohn showed an 
unsettling picture of a Marine who 
had undergone multiple surgeries 
after he was badly burned by a 
roadside bomb. "This is about as far 
as current technology can take us," 
Kohn said. 

Hale's team has designed a "face 
bioreactor" - a mask that would 
keep constant but gentle pressure on 
the skin as it heals, and deliver 
microdroplets of medication at a 
steady rate. Though Defense Ad- 
vanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) officials have expressed 
interest in funding the face bioreac- 
tor, it has yet to go to clinical trials, 
even on animals. 

If it works, the mask could help 
even cases now considered incur- 
able. And because the wound 
doesn't have to be fresh to be healed 
using the bioreactor, "even someone 
from the Vietnam era, who has 
nothing but horrible scars," could 
benefit. Hale said. 

Challenges remain. So far, the 
biggest limb successfully grown in a 
laboratory is one joint of a pinkie 
finger. And what works in lab 
animals doesn't always work in 
humans. 

Still, the promises of regenerative 
medicine seem close to realization. 
So it's important to make sure 
wounded warriors are aware of the 
advancements on the horizon. Hale 
said. Faced with the prospect of 
multiple risky surgeries when a 
potentially better, safer option is 
around the corner, "maybe that 
patient will say, 'I think I'll wait.'" 

Rachel Kaufman is a freelance 
science writer living in Washington. 



More teens abusing 
prescription drugs 

The good news, says the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), is that teenagers are 
consuming more fruit and fewer soft drinks than in 
2007. The bad news? According to the CDC's latest 
national survey, nearly one in five teens admits to 
abusing prescription drugs such as OxyContin, 
Ritalin, Percocet and Xanax, and 
only 18 percent of high- 
schoolers get enough 
exercise. The CDC conducts 
the National Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey every two 
years, and 2009 was the first 
year it assessed prescription- 
drug abuse among teens. 



Students who reported ... 



Smoking cigarettes in the past 30 days 

Misusing prescription drugs 

Ever drinking alcohol 

Ever smoking marijuana 

Drinking soda at least once per day 

Eating fruit, or drinking 100-percent fruit juice, 
two or more times a day 

Not getting 60 minutes of physical activity daily 
in the past 30 days 





19 percent 

20 percent 
72 percent 
37 percent 
29 percent 



34 percent 
82 percent 



Walk your way to good health 

Australian researchers report that walking is a great way to fight 
diabetes. A five-year study of 592 middle-aged people found that a 
higher daily step count was associated with a lower body mass index, 
lower waist-to-hip ratio and better insulin sensitivity, according to a 
review published in HealthDay. 

Even sedentary subjects who changed their behavior and 
incorporated walking into their daily routines saw improvement: walking 
just 10,000 steps a day translated into "a threefold improvement in insulin 
sensitivity, compared with a similar person who 
walked 3,000 steps a day five days a week." 
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VERSOSHOCK REVERSE TRAMPOLINE SOLE 



Scientifically Engineered to Defy Gravity 

Defy Pain, Defy Aging, Defy Fatigue 



This is my story 

I used to be more active. I used to run, play 
basketball, tennis, football... I was more than 
a weekend warrior. I woke up every day filled 
with life! But now, in my late 30's, I spend most 
of my day in the office or sacked out in front 
of the TV. I rarely get to the gym - not that I 
don't like working out, it's the nagging pain in 
my knees and ankles. Low energy and laziness 

has got me 

Customer Satisfaction ] down. My 
Speaics for itself! energy has 

4 out of 5 customers purchase a fizzled and I'm 
2nd pair within 3 months. j embarrassed 

to admit that ^ 
I've grown a spare tire (I'm sure it's hurting my 
love life). Nowadays I rarely walk. For some 
reason it's just harder now. Gravity has done a 

fjob on me. 
Wear them and ' 
you'll know 
That's what my doctor 
recommended. He said, "Gravity 
Defyer shoes are pain-relieving 
shoes." He promised they would 
change my life-like they were a 
fountain of youth. "They ease the 
force of gravity, relieving stress on 
your heels, ankles, knees and back. 
They boost your energy by propelling 
you forward." The longer he 
talked, the more sense 
it made. He was even ifepJOfei, 
wearing a pair himself! \ \ \Vvv W 



Excitement swept through my 
body like a drug 

I received my package from Gravity Defyer. 
com and rushed to tear it open like a kid at 
Christmas. Inside I found the most amazing 
shoes I had ever seen - different than most 
running shoes. Sturdy construction. Cool 
colors. Nice lines... I was holding a miracle of 
technology. This was the real thing. 

GDefy Benefits 

• Relieve pain 

• Ease joint & spinal pressure 

• Reduce fatigue & tiredness 

• Be more active ^ 

• Have more energy 

• Appear taller 

• Jump higher, walk and 
run faster 

• Have instant comfort < 

• Cool your feet & reduce 
foot odor J 

• Elevate your JH 
performance ll ' 



' ' I put them on and all I could 

1 say was, "WOW!" In minutes I was 

out the door. I was invincible; tireless 
in my new Gravity Defyer shoes. It was 
/i ' as if my legs had been replaced with 
/ super-powered bionics. What the doctor 
y promised was ^j KtP^^^^^ 

filled with energy! * ~' 

I was back in the ABSORB SHOCK 

game. Gravity had no Eliminate pain from every step, 
power over me! i 



Nothing to lose: 
30 Day jK 
Free Trial* ^Hl 

So, my friend, get 
back on your REBOUIMI 

feet like I did. Try YOU Fl 
Gravity Defyer for Reduce fatigu 
yourself. You have 
nothing to lose but your pain. 



REBOUIMO PROPELS 
YOU FORWARD 

Reduce fatigue. Be more active 



Tell us your story! 
Login at Gravitydefyer.com 
and share your experience. 



Resilient High Grade 
Ethylene-Vinyl Acetate 
(EVA) Midsole 
Rocker construction protects 
metatarsal bones and aids fluid 
stepping motions 



Semi-Rigid — 
Heel Stabilizing 
Cage 



Removable 

Comfort-Fit™ 
Insole 

Accommodates 
most orthotics 



VersoShock™ Trampoline 
Shock-Absorbing Membran 



Rugged Polymer Sole 



Smart Memory™ Master Spring ^ 
Propels you forward and reduces fatigue"^ 



AVS3 Ventilation™ Port 

Cools & Reduces Microbial Growth 





Gravity Defyer 
Customer Survey Results 



a $129.95 value 

MEN (Shown above) 
TB902MWBS 

sizes 7 -13 
Med/Wideand 
ExtraWide/XXWide Widths 

WOMEN (Silver with Navy)' ' 
TB902FWBS 

sizes 5 -11 / 
Med/Wideand ^ 
ExtraWide/XXWide Widths 



^1 



EXCLUSIVE ONLINE OFFER 

TRY TODAY AND PAY IN 30 DAYS* Not available in stores. 

Take advantage of this exclusive offer at 
www.GravityDefyer.com/MG4FCB5 
or by phone, dial (800) 429-0039 and 

mention the promotional code below. 

Promotional Code: 



MG4FCB5 



*Pay only $14.95 shipping and handling - 



The enduring VA-academic partnership 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 

Have you ever wondered why so many VA medical 
centers (VAMCs) are located next to medical schools? 
This close proximity is no coincidence, but one of the 
most visible reminders of a long-standing partnership 
first forged in 1946. In May, we celebrated that 
partnership during VA Research Week 2011, the theme of 
which was "Discovery & Collaboration for Exceptional 
Health Care." 

At VAMCs nationwide, and at VA's headquarters 
in Washington, VA leadership, researchers, veterans and 
others marked the 65th anniversary of the signing of 
Policy Memorandum No. 2. A follow-up to legislation that 
enabled VA to hire - and thereby ensure - sufficient 
numbers of physicians to treat the influx of some 
16 million to 20 million veterans returning from World 
War II, Memorandum No. 2 provided the legal basis for 
VA to affiliate with medical schools. Locating new 
medical schools close to VAMC facilities was just one part 




of a strategy that has expanded over time to encompass 
the shared missions of both VA and the nation's medical 
schools, teaching hospitals and health systems with 
regard to health care, education and research. 

For example, many Research Centers of Excellence 
are jointly run by VA and an affiliated medical school - 
from the Center for Restorative and Regenerative 
Medicine, jointly run by VA and Brown University, to the 
Center for Health Care Evaluation (which focuses on 
mental health), a collaboration between VA and 
Stanford University. 

Second, as medical knowledge has expanded and 
veterans' health-care needs have become more complex, 
the foundation provided by such academic partners has 
become critically important to staying ahead of the 
curve. Many of the strides being made in understanding 
post-traumatic stress, traumatic brain injury and 
spinal-cord injury have their origins in VA-academic 
partnerships. 

Finally, this unique collaboration of VA 
and medical schools ensures the training 
of the next generation of researchers, 
physicians and educators. Last year, 
for example, more than 115,000 
students and residents received at 
least some of their clinical training 
at a VA facility. 

Visit www.research.va.gov/ 
researchweekto learn more 
about VA Research Week 2011 
I and VA-academic partnerships. 

Dr. Joel Kupersmith is chief 
research and development 
officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 
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Diet, exercise reduce cancer risli 

Call it the worst-kept secret in medicine: a healthy diet, 
more exercise and less alcohol lead to "significant reductions 
in particularly common cancers," according to the World 
Cancer Research Fund (WCRF). 
The research findings, reported by HealthDay, indicate that 
there would be 38 percent fewer cases of breast 
cancer, 45 percent fewer of colon cancer and 
47 percent fewer of stomach cancer - possibly 
up to 340,000 fewer U.S. cancer cases each 
year - if more Americans made these 
changes. WCRF officials recommend 150 
minutes of moderate physical activity each 
week, along with quitting smoking and 
avoiding "excessive sun exposure." 
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A sniff test for cancer 



According to HealthDay, researchers may be one step 
closer to creating a cancer-detecting breath test. 

Israeli scientists told BBC News they have created an 
"electronic nose," which identified chemical cancer traces 
in the breath of 80 patients with cancers of the lung, head 
or neck. Their findings appear in the British Journal of 
Cancer. 

This is good news, because as lead researcher Professor 
Hossam Haick of the Israel Institute of Technology said, 
"diagnosis of the disease is complicated, requiring 
specialist examinations." 

Dr. Lesley Walker of Cancer Research UK estimates, 
however, that it will take several more years of research to 
determine if the test could be used for diagnosis. 
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Create the Ideal Shaded Retreat 

Turn your deck or patio into your own personal 'Vacation spot*' — 
perfect for relaxing, dining, and entertaining ... 

SunSetter Retractable Awnings provide cool shade and protec- 
tion for your family and guests, instantly. One touch of a Remote 
Control and your SunSetter opens, quietly and effortlessly, 
blocking harsh sun and 99% of UV rays. It can be as much as 
20° cooler under your awning. Perfect for parties, with far more 
shade and protection than a patio umbrella, these beautiful, 
affordable "outdoor rooms" help reduce energy bills and air 
conditioning costs as well. SunSetter Awnings have earned the 
prestigious Good Housekeeping Seal after evaluation by the 
Good Housekeeping Research Institute. 

We invite you to request a free Awning Idea Kit and DVD 

and learn why SunSetters are the #1 best-selling awnings in 
America. Our wide selection of designer color choices assures 
that you'll find the ideal SunSetter for your home. 




Motorized and Manual Awnings Available 
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 



tlm^ th£ Mniiis y&k Hit 



(U 




Your FREE Awning Idea Kit & DVD is waiting for you.. 

Request your kit in any of 4 simple ways: 

1. Call Toll Free: 1-800-876-8060, ext. 23856 

you can call 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

2. Email to ideakit@sunsetterxom 

Be sure to include your full name and mailing address. 

3^ Go to WWW^SUnSetterXOm you can request 
your Idea Kit and use our Dealer Locator. 

4* By Mail: SunSetter Products, Dept. 23856 

184 Charles Street, Maiden, MA 02148. Be sure to include 
your complete mail address and email address. 




receive your $200 Awning Savings Certificate. 



Priority 7, 8 vets could lose VA access 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

The Department of Veterans Affairs escaped 
significant cuts during testy negotiations over 
fiscal 2011 spending levels that, by early April, 
brought many federal-government functions to the 
brink of shutdown. But how will VA programs fare 
in the next budget showdown? 

The "Path to Prosperity" budget resolution for 
fiscal 2012 and beyond, which the Republican-led 
House passed just a week 
later, would also spare VA 
from any significant budget 
cut. But the House action is 
far from the final word. Its 
call to alter Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Security 
for Americans 55 and young- 
er is vehemently opposed 
by Democrats. 

Meanwhile, the House 
Budget Committee staff, 
which helped its chairman. 
Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
produce the controversial 
"Path" budget, has signaled 
that it is looking for fresh 
ways to curb VA spending. 

One idea under consider- 
ation is to cancel enrollment in VA health care for 
1.3 million veterans who fall into Priority Groups 7 
and 8 - those who have no service-related condi- 
tions and also are not poor, at least by prevailing 
government yardsticks. 

This plan has not yet been embraced by the com- 
mittee. But Joseph Violante, national legislative 
director for Disbled American Veterans, says a 
committee staffer told DAV representatives that it 
is under study. 

A committee spokesman did not respond when 
asked for comment. Tim Tetz, The American 
Legion's legislative director, expressed concern 
"that staff and perhaps members of Congress have 
floated the idea of limiting or eliminating access to 
VA medical care for Group 7 and 8 veterans. 

"In times of economic boom or bust, our country 
benefits from the willingness of young men and 
women to serve and sacrifice for this nation," Tetz 
said. "The veterans should not be asked to sacri- 
fice further during times of economic austerity." 

Until the 1990s, VA denied health care to any 
Group 7 and 8 veterans. But Congress passed the 




Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 
1996, which directed VA to build clinics across the 
country and - to ensure enough patients in these 
clinics - allowed VA to loosen enrollment eligibil- 
ity. By 1999, Group 7 and 8 veterans were allowed 
in. Within three years, they were 30 percent of all 
VA enrollees. In 2003, worried that the flood of 
enrollments was straining the system, including 

for wounded veterans return- 
ing from war, then-VA 
Secretary Anthony Principi 
suspended new Group 8 
enrollments. It didn't last. 
Congress loosened the 
suspension five years later, 
and the Obama administra- 
tion vowed to remove it 
altogether over time. 

The worry today is over 
cost, not access. As a House 
Budget Committee staff mem- 
ber reminded Violante, those 
who backed the opening of 
VA health care to all veterans 
in the 1990s argued that the 
move would be cost-neutral. 
VA would collect modest 
co-payments from these veterans to help defray 
costs, and the rest would be paid by billing the 
veterans' private health insurance. 

Neither step produced the revenues expected. 
By 2009, the cost of treating Group 7 and 8 veter- 
ans had hit $4.4 billion a year, 11 percent of VA's 
annual appropriation for health care. This past 
January, the Congressional Budget Office included 
in its annual report on ways to reduce the deficit 
the notion of canceling enrollment in VA care for 
Group 7 and 8 veterans. The CBO said this would 
save VA $62 billion over just a decade, though the 
net savings to the government would be about half 
that because many of these veterans would choose 
to use Medicare or Medicaid instead, driving up 
those costs. 

So far, only committee staff members like the 
idea. But it could attract more support as negotia- 
tions over curbing budget deficits intensify. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 
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Give A Child With A Cle 
A Second Chance At lifi 




Free cleft surgery which takes as little 
as 45 minutes and costs as little as 
$250, can give desperate children not 
just a new smile — but a new life. 



"...one of the most 
productive charities — 
dollar for deed — in the world.' 

— The New York Times 



Your support can provide free treatment 
for poor children with clefts . 

□ $250 Surgery. □ $125 Half surgery. □ $50 Medications. □$ 



Mr./Mrs./Ms. , 

Address 

Telephone — 



_Zip _ 



Credit Card # 

□Visa □MasterCard □AMEX □Discover 
□ My check is enclosed. 



_City_ 
. eMail _ 



-State - 



. Expirf 



Signature . 



Z11061128ZFAY28 



Smile Train, P.O. Box 96211, Washington, DC 20090-6211 



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541 

bmilelrain 




-\Chaimiim The World One Smil<" At A Time. 



According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the 
risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects 
by 50 to 70 per cent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider's guidelines for foods to avoid during preg- 
nancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed 
to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pate; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile 
Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 201 1 Smile Train. 




With no plan to replace its aging arsenal, 
the United States appears ready to fold 
its nuclear umbrella. 



BY FRANK J. GAFFNEY JR. 




N 
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COMMENTARY 



In 1983 and 1984, President 
Ronald Reagan was the 
object of a sustained and insistent campaign to 
adopt a "nuclear freeze." Its proponents - notably, 
Soviet communists, American leftists and Europeans of 
various political persuasions - thought that if they 
could get the United States to halt all activities 
associated with modernizing or maintaining its nuclear 
deterrent, the complete dismantling of that arsenal 
would become inevitable. 

Reagan, quite sensibly, rejected this gambit. He knew 
that even if the Soviet Union agreed to engage in such 
a freeze, it would prove to be unverifiable, unilateral, 
and dangerous for the American people. 

Nearly three decades later, Reagan's worst fears are 
being realized, in a world perhaps even more 
dangerous than that of the dark days of the Cold War. 

continued on page 24 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



Get financial advice 
from an organization 
tiiat understands 
military values. 



By Joseph Montanaro 
USAA Certified Financial Planner™ Practitioner 




During difficult economic times like these, decisions regarding 
your family, your savings and your home can have lasting effects. 
In any financial environment, it's important to work with an 
organization you've come to trust. 

For 89 years we have been serving the financial needs of military 
servicemembers. Whether you're looking for a bank, auto and 
homeowners insurance, investments or financial guidance, USAA 
stands ready to assist you. 

USAA's commitment to serve the financial needs of the military, 
veterans of all ranks who have honorably served and their eligible 
family members is without equal. Our members enjoy award- 
winning service and reported 97% customer satisfaction in 2010. 
You can read about our accolades and awards in our 2010 Report 
to Members at usaareporttomembers.com. 

How do we do it? USAA's employees live out the association's 
core values of honesty, integrity, loyalty and service every day, and 
this attitude is reflected in the way we treat our members. USAA 
has been able to help millions of members find answers to critical 
questions like these: 

How do I create additional income at tliis stage in my life? 

If you're struggling to maximize your Social Security or ensure 
you don't outlive your savings, our planners and advisors are here 
to assist you. Our advisors are not limited to one type of product or 
solution. They draw on an array of alternatives to help you create a 
plan suited to your needs. 



How do I Icnow wliere to start? 

It can be tough knowing how to manage your money! Start with 
USAA. Whether you're caring for your retirement savings or 
saving up for a special purchase, our financial advice is tailored 
to you. Our advisors look at your situation and ask about your 
personal financial goals. Instead of cookie-cutter solutions, our 
advisors help you find and work on a personalized plan. 

Wliy clioose USAA? 

USAA values people over profits. If you're tired of encountering 
high-pressure sales situations as you get insurance coverage for 
your home, family and car, USAA will be a breath of fresh air. 
Our salaried representatives will help you find insurance solutions 
based on what you need, not what they want to sell you. 

In December 2010, The American Legion endorsed USAA as its 
Preferred Provider of Insurance and Financial Services based on 
our shared values and USAA's commitment to ensuring that you 
have a source for information and financial solutions. 

Your life is built on a strong set of values. Your financial plans for 
the future should be, too. To start your personal financial plan, call 
our advisors today at 1-877-699-2654 or visit usaa.com/legion. 



Joseph "J.J. " Montanaro has published advice 
in The Wall Street Journal, CNNMoney.com, 
USA Today and The Washington Post. He served 
in the U.S. Army for six years on active duty and in 
2009 he retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
United States Army Reserve. He is a proud member 
of The American Legion. 




Investments/ Insurance: Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the United States, which it awards to 
individuals who successfully complete CFP Board's initial and ongoing certification requirements. 

Use of the term "member" does not convey any legal, ownership, or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible 
policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. The term "honorably served" applies to officers and enlisted personnel who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve 
or National Guard and have a discharge type of "Honorable." Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military status. Contact us to update your records. 
Adult children of USAA members are eligible to purchase auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property insurance. 

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. Investments provided by USAA Investment Management Company and USAA Financial Advisors Inc., 
both registered broker dealers. Financial planning services and financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial 
Insurance Agency in California, License # 0E36312), a registered investment advisor and insurance agency and its wholly owned subsidiary, USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a 
registered broker dealer. Bank products provided by USAA Federal Savings Bank, Member FDIC. 131211-0511 



USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 




Ik 




You served your country, 
help serve your financial plannin 




Honesty. Integrity. Loyalty. Service. USAA was founded on these values by military 
members for military members and their families. Our financial advisors specialize in working 
with the specific needs of the military and veteran community. USAA is here to help you with 
financial planning solutions when you need us. 

Our advisors don't work on commission. They are salaried. Call us for guidance on 
investments, retirement and income planning. 



Find out how USAA can help you 
manage your savings for your future. 



[ 1 -877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legion 

When you hear the telephone prompts, ask for ''Investments/' 



USAA^ 



We know what it means to serve? 



USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. 

Financial planning services and financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California, License # 0E36312), a registered 
investment advisor and insurance agency and its wholly owned subsidiary, USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a registered broker dealer. Investments provided by USAA Investment Management Company and USAA 
Financial Advisors Inc., both registered broker dealers. Use of the term "member" or "membership" does not convey any legal, eligibility or ownership rights. Purchase of a non-property and casualty insurance 
product does not establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. © 2011 USAA. 130138-0611 



Sorry State. Today, the stockpile of U.S. nuclear 
arms is made up of overage, deteriorating weapons 
increasingly ill-suited to the task of credibly 
deterring aggression against U.S. security interests. 
On average, the weapons are more than 30 years 
old; some are considerably older. Most are 15 or 
more years beyond their design's life expectancy. 

In fact, some weapons in the U.S. arsenal are so 
dated that they actually rely on vacuum tubes. 
Others use components and materials that no 
longer conform to environmental and OSHA 
standards. Many lack modern safety features that 
could, for example, reduce the likelihood that an 
accidental fire would result in the widespread 
dissemination of toxic radioactive debris. 

Worse, none of these weapons have been fully 
tested since 1992, when the United States last 
conducted an underground nuclear detonation at 
its test site in Nevada. Since then we have been, in 
the words of one experienced nuclear physicist, 
"fixing fixes to fixes," without conducting actual, 
realistic tests. This can only reduce confidence in 
the lethality of such weapons, both ours and that 
of those we seek to deter. 

Two other factors further erode the deterrent 
value of our arsenal. First, funding needed to 
perform rigorous surveillance of the condition of 
U.S. weapons has been systematically slashed for 
years. Second, every one of the nation's nuclear 
weapons was designed to confront different 
threats - primarily, dissuading the Soviet Union 
from acts of aggression with either nuclear or 
conventional forces - than those of today. Weap- 
ons designed to destroy superhardened missile 
silos are of particularly dubious value as deterrents 
to current adversaries. 

The missiles and bombers we rely on to deliver 
these obsolescent nuclear weapons to their intend- 
ed targets are of comparable vintage. For example, 
the last B-52 long-range bomber was manufactured 
in 1964; the last Minuteman-III intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) was manufactured in 1975. 
While both have received various upgrades over 
the years, the United States has no hot production 
lines for their replacements. 

Indeed, such replacements for our launch 
platforms - nuclear-powered ballistic-missile 
submarines, land- and sea-based long-range 
missiles and strategic bombers - are, at best, in 
early development. The funding requirements are 
huge and, by and large, defined as "unpro- 
grammed" by Pentagon budgeters. 

As nuclear forces have atrophied over the past 
two decades, a similar phenomenon has afflicted 



those responsible for the military's nuclear 
missions and the defense programs of the 
Department of Energy. With diminished priority, 
these positions became ever less attractive for 
ambitious servicemembers and their civilian 
counterparts. 

Also, certain skill sets simply ceased to be 
available to the nuclear enterprise. In particular, 
nearly all those with firsthand experience in 
designing and testing U.S. nuclear weapons have 
retired or died. Their successors, while equipped 
with sophisticated computers and modeling 
technology, are seriously handicapped by their 
lack of hands-on experience. 

On average, our weapons are 
more than 30 years old; some are 
considerably older. Most are 15 or more 
years beyond their design's life expectancy 

Behind the Eight Ball. More generally, the United 
States has simply dispensed with strategic think- 
ing about deterrence, nuclear-weapons planning 
and management, the design and testing of new 
weapons, and honing tactical operations on a 
nuclear battlefield. The same is not true in Russia, 
China and other nuclear states that take seriously 
the business of nuclear deterrence and, in some 
cases, the prospect of nuclear war. 

As the level of priority accorded to the nuclear 
mission has declined, so has the proficiency of the 
personnel who perform it. Remember when a B-52 
loaded with nuclear-armed cruise missiles made 
an unauthorized flight over the United States in 
2007? The crew was unaware that the weapons 
were aboard until the plane landed. 

This incident demonstrated an appalling inatten- 
tion to procedures regarding nuclear weapons. 
The after-action review was even more alarming, 
revealing that the problems were systemic, not 
unique to the personnel immediately involved. 
Subsequently, senior Air Force officials were 
dismissed in an effort to re-establish proficiency, 
accountability and integrity of nuclear command 
and control. 

Over the years, the robustness of the U.S. 
strategic "triad" - whose bombers, land-based 
missiles and submarine-launched ballistic missiles 
each have their offsetting strengths and weak- 
nesses - has been lessened by cost-cutting and 
arms-control-induced reductions. Has the result 
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It's hardly the worst souvenir 
from your service in the Navy 




Are you or a loved one a Navy, Merchant Marine or Coast Guard 
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been to create a growing vulnerability to pre-emp- 
tive attack? 

Today, fully one-third of the U.S. strategic 
submarine force is in one of two ports at any given 
time. All of our strategic bombers are assigned to 
just three bases; they are neither kept on alert nor 
armed. There will be as few as 420 deployed 
ICBMs in the near future. And all of our strategic 
forces rely on an increasingly fragile command- 
and-control system, ultimately tied to the TACAMO 
aircraft based at a single airfield. Would such a 
posture tempt an adversary to strike first? 



Any fix is made problematic by the hoUowing-out of the 
cadre of highly skilled and experienced scientists, engineers 
and technicians capable of turning this situation around. 



Meanwhile, potential adversaries are going to 
great lengths to disperse, harden and conceal their 
nuclear forces. China's aggressive nuclear modern- 
ization - on land, at sea and in the air - is accom- 
panied by submarine bases carved into coastal 
mountains and a 3,000-mile tunnel complex for its 
mobile ICBMs. 

Finally, the condition of the industrial base that 
supports our nuclear deterrent is desperate. Some 
of the facilities relied on for nuclear-weapons 
research and development, testing and production 
date to the Manhattan Project; many are dilapi- 
dated and unsafe. This hardly bespeaks a top- 
priority national-security program, reinforcing the 
difficulty in attracting and retaining the skilled 
work force needed to staff such a program. 

Taken together, the United States has put its 
nuclear-weapons program behind the proverbial 
eight ball. At worst, its arsenal is obsolete. At best, 
it is rapidly becoming so. 

The costs of remedying this reality are immense. 
They are also unbudgeted - further evidence of a 
national lack of will to take such corrective 
actions. But even if the will were in evidence and 
the money no problem, any fix is made problematic 
by the sustained hollowing-out of the needed cadre 
of highly skilled and experienced scientists, 
engineers and technicians capable of turning the 
situation around. 

The Rest of the World. The U.S. arsenal's abysmal 
condition is all the more incredible in light of 
aggressive nuclear-weapons pursuit by some of the 
world's most unfriendly nations: Russia, China, 
Pakistan, North Korea, Iran, Syria. The sorry truth 



is that the United States is the only nuclear state 
unable to manufacture nuclear weapons in quan- 
tity. No other country evinces the slightest authen- 
tic interest (through deeds, not simply words) in 
following the U.S. lead toward wholesale, struc- 
tural nuclear disarmament. To the contrary, most 
are beavering away at the perfection and produc- 
tion of new weapon designs and delivery vehicles 
- things our government adamantly refuses to do. 

How did we get into this fix? While notions of 
nuclear disarmament have been around since the 
first atomic bomb detonated, the current U.S. 

posture dates back to the 
administration of President 
George H.W. Bush. In the heady 
days following the peaceful 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
senior officials like then-White 
House Chief of Staff James 
Baker, then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Colin Powell and then-Secretary of Energy Adm. 
James Watkins took the lead in kicking off what 
has amounted to a unilateral U.S. nuclear freeze. 

In 1992, Baker recommended that Bush accede to 
congressional pressure to impose a moratorium on 
nuclear testing in exchange for continued funding 
of the Superconducting Super Collider. That giant 
physics experiment came to naught, but the 
moratorium continues to this day. Powell was 
already exhibiting skepticism about nuclear 
weapons, which he currently calls "useless." And 
Watkins terminated a critical new production 
reactor, needed to ensure a long-term and reliable 
supply of tritium, a perishable radioactive gas 
essential to the proper performance of most 
U.S. nuclear weapons. 

Subsequently, President Bill Clinton sought to 
transform Bush's moratorium into a treaty that 
would permanently prohibit nuclear testing. 
While the Senate rejected Clinton's Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 1999, the United 
States continues to abide by it, refraining from 
even subcritical tests (explosions that do not 
produce any nuclear yield), a more restrictive 
standard than the Russians and perhaps other 
signatories observe. 

For a time, it appeared that President George W. 
Bush would begin the process of rebuilding 
America's deterrent and supporting infrastructure. 
That was the explicit goal of his administration's 
2001 Nuclear Posture Review. 

Unfortunately, in the face of determined opposi- 
tion from a single congressional panel - the House 
Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee - 
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Bush was unable to secure funding to begin 
designing a Reliable Replacement Warhead, and to 
undertake other needed nuclear modernization 
and maintenance tasks. The distractions and costs 
associated with addressing immediate threats in 
the post-9/11 world further dissipated the priority 
such efforts should have received. 

Under President Barack Obama, however, the 
unilateral nuclear freeze is no longer a function of 
benign or, in some cases, mahgn neglect. It is 
declared national policy. In a major policy address 
in Prague in April 2010, Obama announced "Amer- 
ica's commitment to seek the peace and security of 
a world without nuclear weapons." 

To deflect the predictable criticism that his 
visionary statement was naive, or at least impetu- 
ous, he went on to add, "This goal will not be 
reached quickly - perhaps not in my lifetime. It 
will take patience and persistence." Accordingly, 
he pronounced as an intermediate objective the 
"devaluing" of nuclear weapons. 

With these words, and his own administration's 
Nuclear Posture Review, completed a few months 
later, Obama sought to lock the United States 
permanently into a posture in which at least 
one country would be denuclearized: the United 
States. That would be the inevitable and predict- 
able effect of his version of the nuclear freeze: 
the refusal to allow any design or manufacture 
of new weapons, even to ensure that our arsenal 
has the latest in safety and up-to-date military 
capabilities; the barring of realistic underground 
testing to ensure the effectiveness of the aging 
weapons that will make up the U.S. arsenal for the 
foreseeable future; and the demoralizing of the 
personnel needed to maintain and man 
our deterrent. 

Some might take comfort from the fact that, in 
the course of winning Senate approval of the 
so-called New START arms-control treaty with 
Russia, Obama was obliged to promise to invest 
$85 billion over 10 years to modernize the deter- 
rent. But under his plan, the majority of that 
money is already budgeted for operations and 
maintenance of the nuclear stockpile and its 
associated industrial complex, not for a single new 
weapon. As a result, the steady, inexorable atro- 
phying of our deterrent will continue unabated. 

Global Zero. In recent years, a cottage industry has 
developed - like the 1980s nuclear-freeze cam- 
paign - to promote this reckless U.S. unilateral 
disarmament. In addition to the usual devoted 
proponents of arms control, elder statesmen who 



should know better have endorsed what has come 
to be called Global Zero - the proposal to "rid the 
world of nuclear weapons." They include former 
secretaries of state George Shultz and Henry 
Kissinger, former Secretary of Defense William 
Perry and former Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee Chairman Sam Nunn. 

All have allowed their prestige and reputations 
to be used to discourage debate about the end-state 
they profess to favor. For example: 

■ Would a world without nuclear weapons actually 
be safer? The horrific carnage of the 20th century 
prior to the invention of atomic arms suggests 
otherwise. 

■ Could the world actually be rid of nuclear arms? 
Not likely; the relevant technology is simply too 
widely available to put the proverbial genie back in 
the bottle. And in a world in which peaceful 
freedom-loving nations are disarmed, a nation 
with even a few covertly retained nuclear weapons 
could pose a grave threat - a powerful incentive to 
cheat on any Global Zero initiative. 

■ Despite these concerns, is there any harm in 
trying to achieve such an accord? Actually, yes. In 
democratic Western nations. Global Zero serves to 
delegitimize nuclear arms, making it more difficult 
to take the steps needed to preserve effective 
deterrents. No such impact will be felt in nations 
we must worry about, which are - without excep- 
tion - secretive, authoritarian and only too happy 
to have us disarm. 

Neither the United States, nor the wider free 
world that depends on our nuclear umbrella, can 
tolerate further malign neglect of our deterrent. 
We dare not continue to risk making the world 
safe for conventional war. We cannot afford to 
invite nuclear attack on ourselves or our allies by 
permitting the continued, unilateral unraveling of 
the weapons, delivery systems, personnel and 
industrial complex that have kept us safe for 
decades, and that we will likely need even more 
in the future. 

Changing course will take courageous leadership 
that assigns a high priority to restoring our deter- 
rent, and sustained support from the American 
people. The hour is late. The course correction 
must begin now. || 

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is president of the Center for 
Security Policy in Washington and the host of the 
nationally syndicated Secure Freedom Radio 
program. He acted as assistant secretary of defense 
for international security policy under President 
Ronald Reagan. 
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pleasure of a comfortable, 
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thing of the past. Fear of falling 
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love and move to a relative's 
home or some kind of assisted 
living facility. The number one 
place in the home where falls are 
likely to occur is the bathroom. 
Now, there is a better solution 
for this widespread problem... 
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from Safe Step. 

Easy, Safe Access to your Bathtub. 

The Safe Step Tub has a leakproof, 
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lower step height that's only 4 
inches high — so you can get in 
and out easily. Simply open the 
easy-to-turn door latch, walk in 
and close the door. It's that safe 
and easy. Our design engineers 
have thought of everything. From 
the 17-inch high seat (no 
struggling to get up or down), to 
both water and air-jet therapy, to 
built-in heating. It will give 
you the freedom and independ- 
ence to bathe in safety, comfort 
and convenience. 

Why not rediscover the soothing, 
luxurious pleasure of a comfort- 
able bath. . . in the home you love? 
The Safe Step Tub is the best value 
on the market. Call now. 



What To Look For 
in a Walk-In Tub: 

Five major considerations to help 
make an informed decision before 
buying a Walk-In Tub: 

Quality - A walk-in tub is a 
major investment. You want 
to find a quality tub that will 
last for decades. Look for one 
that's 100% leakproof and 
mold-resistant, full metal 
frame construction and one 
that's American made. 

•^>^ Warranty - Ask for a lifetime 
"no leak guarantee" and the 
best tubs offer a lifetime 
warranty on the tub itself. 

•^^ Pain Relieving Therapy - Find 
a tub that has both water and 
air jet therapy to soak away 
your aches and pains. Look for 
Dual-Zone jets. 

•^y Comfort - Ergonomic design, 
easy-to-reach controls. 

•^y Endorsements - Only consider 
tubs that are UL or ETL listed. 
Also look for a tub certified 
by NAHB (National Association 
of Home Builders) Research 
Center. 



Designed for Seniors® 
Safe Step® Walk-In Tub 

For information call: 

1-877-513-8655 

Call now Toll-Free and mention your 
special promotion code 42747. 
Financing available with approved credit. 




for Boomers and Beyond'^ 

*UL #E332700 




s the Johnson administration 
limped through its final months, 
Robert McNamara ordered his staff 
to catalog U.S. policy decisions in 



Vietnam from 1945 to 1967. The result was some 
7,000 pages of military and intelligence docu- 
ments that came to be known as the Pentagon 
Papers. This year marks the 40th anniversary of 
the publication of the Pentagon Papers by The 
New York Times, which received the treasure-trove 
of secrets by way of Pentagon aide and subcon- 
tractor Daniel Ellsberg. 

Today, thanks to WikiLeaks, the American 
people are being forced to digest the equivalent 
of the Pentagon Papers on a sometimes-weekly 
basis, as thousands of military, intelligence and 
diplomatic documents move from the realm of 
classified secrets to stolen property to front-page 
news with the click of a mouse. 

Committed to the notion that "transparency 
creates a better society for all people," WikiLeaks 
uses its website to "bring feared and corrupt 
governments and corporations to justice." This 
"new model of journalism," as WikiLeaks calls it, 
has triggered yet another debate over the divid- 
ing line between free speech and national 
security, the proper conduct of a free press, the 
American public's right to know vs. the govern- 
ment's need to keep some things secret, and even 
the need for secrecy. 

Damage Assessment. The WikiLeaks website 
proudly proclaims that it has published operations 
manuals for the detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay; classified reports on the prison in Fallujah, 
Iraq, and on the Battle of Fallujah; detailed infor- 
mation on U.S. military equipment, by unit, in 
Iraq; gun-camera footage of a U.S. helicopter attack 
in Baghdad; a U.S. Special Forces manual for 
bolstering unpopular allied governments; CIA 
strategies to shore up public support among allied 
populations for the war in Afghanistan; and, most 
notably, private and often embarrassing diplomatic 
profiles and exchanges. 



In addition, as USA Today reports, WikiLeaks 
has exposed U.S. efforts to remove nuclear materi- 
als from Pakistan, State Department intentions to 
use diplomatic personnel as spies, quid pro quos 
offered by the Obama administration to persuade 
foreign governments to take on Gitmo detainees, 
cover-ups of missile attacks in Yemen, and support 
among Arab leaders to strike Iran. WikiLeaks has 
also published results from Army field tests on 
devices used to disable lEDs. 

After obtaining this information from anony- 
mous sources via its encrypted website, WikiLeaks 
releases the information to its "newspaper partners 
around the world," says site founder Julian As- 
sange. Among the newspapers that have published 
WikiLeaks documents is, not surprisingly. The 
New York Times, publisher of the Pentagon Papers. 

The alleged source that put WikiLeaks on the 
map was Pfc. Bradley Manning, an Army intelli- 
gence analyst with a perverse agenda and debat- 
able taste in music. While serving in Iraq, Man- 
ning downloaded classified videos, thousands of 
battlefield reports and 251,287 diplomatic cables. 

"I listened and lip-synched to Lady Gaga," he 
bragged in a text, "while exfiltrating possibly the 
largest data spillage in American history." 

Then, as the Guardian reported. Manning 
allegedly shared this payload of secrets with the 
world via WikiLeaks - because he alone deter- 
mined "it belongs in the public domain." 

The damage done is both difficult to measure 
and open to debate. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called 
WikiLeaks' publication of secret diplomatic cables 
"an attack on America's foreign-policy interests," 
and said Manning's WikiLeaks time bomb "puts 
people's lives in danger, threatens our national 
security, and undermines our efforts to work with 
other countries to solve shared problems." 

Similarly, a State Department legal adviser 
warned Assange before the release of the 
cables last November that airing the documents 
would risk "countless innocent individuals," 
"ongoing military operations" and "cooperation 
between countries." 

Clinton predicts that it will take years to repair 
the damage and describes a recent visit to the 
Middle East as "an apology tour" due to the 
WikiLeaks revelations. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates has a more 
shoulder-shrugging take on the tidal wave of leaks: 
"Is this embarrassing? Yes. Is it awkward? Yes. 
Consequences for U.S. foreign policy? I think 
fairly modest." 
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DID WIKILEAKS BREAK THE LAW? 

Some policymakers, including Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., want to prosecute Julian Assange 
under the Espionage Act of 1917. The First 
Amendment "is not a license to jeopardize national 
security," she argues. 

Likewise, Sen. Joseph Lieberman, l-Conn., wants 
the Justice Department to indict Assange for "the 
most serious violation of the Espionage Act in our 
history." He also thinks the Justice Department should 
investigate whether The New York Times is guilty of 
criminal activity. 

The relevant sections of the Espionage Act make it 
illegal "in a time of war or in case of national emer- 
gency" to possess or transmit "information relating to 
the national defense" that "the possessor has reason 
to believe could be used to the injury of the United 
States or to the advantage of any foreign nation." 

In addition, the law makes it clear that anyone who 
"receives or obtains or agrees or attempts to receive 
or obtain" such information "connected with the 
national defense, knowing or having reason to 
believe ... that it has been or will be obtained, taken, 
made, or disposed of by any person contrary to the 
provisions of this chapter," is in violation of the law. 

Of course, any prosecution of Assange would be 
complicated by the fact that he is an Australian 
citizen. It's also complicated by First Amendment 
issues. In Feinstein's view, however, Assange "is no 
journalist," but rather "an agitator intent on damag- 
ing our government." 

Nor is the First Amendment a guaranteed refuge 
for the Times, says Paul D. Miller of the National 
Defense University, who argues that the Supreme 
Court case relating to the Pentagon Papers "is a poor 
guide to Espionage Act prosecutions" because the 
Nixon administration "sought to prevent the Times 
from publishing, not bring criminal charges against it 
for what it had already published." The court 
concluded that attempts at prior restraint must meet 
a higher standard than attempts to prosecute an 
entity for publishing the sorts of secrets protected by 
the Espionage Act. 

"The court did not invalidate the Espionage Act, 
nor did the ruling acquit Ttie New York Times," Miller 
observes in a Foreignpolicy.com essay. "In fact. 
Supreme Court Justice Byron White, in his concur- 
rence, practically invited the administration to pursue 
prosecution against The New York Times after the 
publication was completed." 

Since "many but not all sections of the Espionage 
Act require demonstrating an intent to harm the 
United States," Miller argues that it's time to replace 
the Espionage Act with what he calls a "Secrecy Act" 
that defines as a crime "the leaking and publishing of 
classified information regardless of intent." 



Of course, it's serious enough to hold Manning 
in what amounts to solitary confinement, and 
threaten him with 52 years in prison. 

Moreover, if things like the Gitmo operations 
manual, unit-by-unit equipment in Iraq, anti-IED 
field tests, CIA efforts to spin the Afghanistan war, 
attempts to spirit fissile material out of Pakistan, 
post-engagement reports by battlefield command- 
ers and internal embassy memos are no big deal, 
why were they classified in the first place? 

Ironies. The answer to that question, as Gates 
knows from his years at DoD and the CIA, is that 
some things need to be classified. And it is not 
Bradley Manning's or Julian Assange's responsibil- 
ity or right to determine what to declassify. That is 
a job for Congress. Implicit in a representative 
system like that of the United States is the notion 
that the people delegate certain aspects of govern- 
ing to their representatives. 

One of the many things we delegate is determin- 
ing what should be kept secret about our foreign 
policy and national security, what should not, and 
how and when to declassify information. 

We all know from personal experience that 
some secrets can and do serve a constructive 
purpose. The same holds true in international 
relations. It would be nearly impossible for the 
United States to conduct foreign policy, and carry 
out military operations in a manner that serves 
U.S. interests, if there were no secrets - and, more 
specifically, if there were no shadows where 
secrets can be shared. The Assanges of the world 
will never accept it, but shadows and secrets are 
necessary to conduct diplomacy and carry out the 
sort of national-security strategy that deters or 
limits wars. 

That is one of the sad ironies of Assange's 
WikiLeaks. By exposing secret decisions and 
actions that relate to foreign policy and national 
security, he thinks he is ending wars, preventing 
future wars, and thus serving mankind. But in 
truth, the effect of his handiwork - and of the 
treachery of those Americans who have handed 
over classified materials to him - could be the very 
opposite: it could close off the sorts of exchanges 
that avert war, or at least limit its effects. And it 
could increase isolation - and hence decrease 
understanding - between governments. 

History shows us the benefit of shadows. 

Could Theodore Roosevelt have prevented 
a war over Venezuela, or ended a war between 
Russia and Japan, without diplomatic ambiguities 
and shadows? 
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Could the Allies have orchestrated their Calais 
deception before D-Day, or unleashed the ferocious 
Dresden bombing, in a WikiLeaks era with every 
conversation and casualty exposed to the world? 

Could Franklin D. Roosevelt have launched the 
Manhattan Project, or Truman used its fruits to 
end World War II, without the shadow of secrecy? 

Could Kennedy and Khrushchev have negotiated 
a way around World War III during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis if there were no shadows for back- 
channel diplomacy? 

To be sure, we know about these episodes today, 
and can learn from them, because secret records, 
cables and diaries have been 
declassified. But if they had 
been revealed in real time 

- or if the principals thought 
that what they were saying, 
doing and promising would 
be exposed in short order 

- history could be very 
different. The deal that ended 
the Cuban Missile Crisis - the 
removal of Soviet nukes from 
Cuba in exchange for the 
removal of U.S. Jupiter 

missiles from Turkey several months later - was 
contingent upon the deal remaining secret. 

Anarchy. Another irony of Assange's whistle-blow- 
ing website is that while it airs the state secrets, 
military strategy, diplomatic planning and dirty 
laundry of the United States and its allies, it 
doesn't expose our enemies' dark secrets and 
darker plans. There is no Iranian, North Korean, 
Taliban or al-Qaida equivalent to WikiLeaks. And 
whereas much of the Western world tolerates, and 
some even applaud, Assange, the Russian and 
Chinese governments would simply erase anyone 
who dared expose their secrets - and indeed both 
governments have done this on several occasions. 

In other words, WikiLeaks puts the United States 
and its allies at a disadvantage. Some will say 
that this has always been true of democratic 
governments vis-a-vis their dictatorial foes. But 
timing is everything. And WikiLeaks is shrinking 
the amount of time between policy formation, 
policy execution and public airing, and thus 
shrinking the shadows where U.S. foreign and 
defense policy can work. 

Of course, that's Assange's goal. He openly 
admits that he wants to lead a movement to "bring 
down many administrations that rely on conceal- 
ing reality - including the U.S. administration." 



WikiLeaks is shrinking the 
amount of time between policy 
formation, policy execution 
and public airing, and thus 
shrinking the shadows where 
U.S. foreign and defense policy 
can work. 



That sounds more like modern-day anarchism 
than modern-day journalism. Indeed, Manning 
once boasted about "worldwide anarchy in CSV 
format," a reference to the kind of files he allegedly 
surrendered to Assange. 

Collateral Damage. A final irony about WikiLeaks 
and its founder is that for all their sermonizing 
about the need for transparency and justice, 
neither of these, apparently, apply to them. 

Unlike any really legitimate journalistic enter- 
prise or advocacy group, there is no contact 
information on the WikiLeaks site. There is no list 
of staff, no avenue of account- 
ability, no way to challenge or 
check what's posted. As The 
New Yorker observed in its 
rather damning portrait of 
Assange, "The thing that he 
seems to detest most - power 
without accountability - is 
encoded in the site's DNA." 

As to justice, when two 
women filed sexual-assault 
charges against Assange, his 
defenders turned on them. In 
the words of the victims' lawyer, "They were 
attacked by Mr. Assange, and then they are treated 
like perpetrators themselves." It's unlikely the 
charges were politically motivated, given that both 
women had been employees of WikiLeaks. 

Equally telling, WikiLeaks' stateless, nameless 
and faceless band of followers launched "Operation 
Payback" against anyone who dared to side with 
the women or cooperate with the criminal-justice 
systems tasked with handling the charges, which 
include rape. Among those targeted by the cyber- 
assault were MasterCard, Visa, PayPal, a Swiss 
bank and the Swedish prosecutor's website. 

Of course, Assange and WikiLeaks can claim 
plausible deniability when it comes to Operation 
Payback, owing to the anonymous nature of the 
Internet. What they can't disavow is what they 
post. When The New Yorker confronted Assange 
with evidence that he had released the Social 
Security numbers of U.S. military personnel, he 
dismissed the devastating breach of personal 
privacy as "collateral damage." 

This is the kind of person who is shaping today's 
"new model of journalism" - and handling Ameri- 
ca's secrets. || 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Senate Veterans Affairs Committee leader stiares tier expectations of VA. 



BY KEN OLSEN 

Patty Murray developed a firsthand appreciation for 
a viable veterans health-care system while working as 
a college intern in the Seattle VA Medical psychologi- 
cal ward in the early 1970s. That internship, along with 
her father's experience as a disabled World War II Army 
veteran - he was wounded on Okinawa - fueled her 
interest in veterans issues. 

Washington voters elected Murray to the U.S. Senate 
in 1992. In 1995, she became the first woman appoint- 
ed to the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. The 
fourth-term Democrat recently became chairman of 
the Veterans Affairs Committee, replacing Sen. Daniel 
Akaka, D-Hawaii. 

Murray takes charge as pressure to cut federal 
spending appears likely to collide with a significant 
increase in demand for both veterans medical care 
and programs to fight veterans homelessness and 
unemployment. For example, the Republican majority 
in the House of Representatives proposed eliminating 
nearly $633 million from VA's construction budget. 
Individual representatives have suggested freezing VA 
health-care spending and paring veterans benefits. 

The American Legion Magazine caught up with 
Murray in the midst of the budget battles, to talk 
about her priorities as Senate Veterans Affairs chair- 
man and the prospects for maintaining veterans 
programs in tough fiscal times. 



Q: What are your top priorities as chairman of the 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee? 

A: My overall goal is to make sure that VA is 
working on the side of the veteran. My experi- 
ence, talking to veterans, is that it is very 
frustrating v^orking through VA. They often feel 
like they fought a v^ar, and nov^ they are 
fighting VA to get the benefits they've earned. 
We've got to reduce the v^ait times for VA 
benefits. 

Q: The Obama administration and Congress have 
directed a lot of money toward resolving the 
claims backlog. Yet it's still a significant problem. 

A: It is a significant problem, and understanding 
that is the first part of solving the problem. 
There are more claims being filed, obviously. 
But they are more complex than they have been 
in the past. Part of the solution is electronic 
records and IT (information technology). Why is 
it that the military services haven't moved to an 
electronic system, that easily transfers people's 
records so they don't get lost? It is also the 
hiring process - it takes forever to hire some- 
body and train them at VA. We can't just keep 
saying this is a priority for every single Con- 
gress, because it hasn't been solved. 
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Q: Advance-appropriations legislation was sup- 
posed to ensure that VA health-care accounts were 
funded on time. Given the troubles in getting a 
federal budget passed this year, are advance 
appropriations for VA working? 
A: VA is now operating under the fiscal 2011 
budget, not the fiscal 2010 budget, so I think 
I would have to answer you that it is working. 
Because we have advance appropriations, we are 
not in as dire a place as many agencies (that are 
operating under continuing resolutions). We are 
very worried where we go from here. We obviously 
have a large number of veterans coming into the 
system from Operation Iraqi Freedom and Opera- 
tion Enduring Freedom. And we have a number of 
veterans who are coming into the system because 
of age . . . and because the economy has impacted 
so many people. So I am deeply concerned about 
the long-term implications of all of that - making 
sure we have sufficient funding for our VA sys- 
tem - and I want our committee to focus on that. 

Q: How do we ensure that the needs of the men and 
women who are serving now are funded many 
decades into the future? After all, demand for 
services for World War I veterans didn't peak until 
about 1969. 

A: It's a long-haul commitment. The growing 
number of veterans coming home from this 
conflict will be with us for a very long time - 
a generation - and will have very different de- 
mands in terms of health care. The whole Veter- 
ans Caregivers bill was about that. 

Q: Why did it take so long for VA to start the 
Veterans Caregivers program? 

A: I have been furious with them. VA didn't tell 
anybody they were going to be late, didn't talk to 
our committees and say, "This is a challenge, help 
us work with it." They just failed to meet a dead- 
line. To me, that's not tolerable. 

Q: During tough fiscal times, politicians and pundits 
who aren't familiar with veterans issues often call for 
replacing VA health care with vouchers. How will 
you address that? 

A: I am more than willing to take on anybody who 
proposes that system. I worked in a VA back in 
1971 and 1972. The soldiers coming home from 
Vietnam needed to have a community who knew 
their injuries. That has not changed. Our soldiers 
who are coming home with signature wounds of 
this war need to be in a facility that is best trained 
to deal with their wounds and their history. If you 



are a World War II veteran and you go to a private 
physician, they may not recognize or have the 
knowledge of what a conflict did to impact your 
health, or that you have benefits that you can 
access because of that. 

Q: Are VA construction projects a means of 
stimulating the economy? 

A: I've been making that argument. 

Q: How will you deal with the conflicting demands of 
your job as chairman of the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee - and the need to build and maintain 
bipartisan support for veterans issues - with the 
demands of your job as head of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Committee, where your job is 
getting Democrats elected to the Senate? 
A: It doesn't matter what party you are on my 
committee. Veterans have always been a nonparti- 
san issue. To me, it is absolutely critical that all of 
us focus on fighting for our veterans. The bill we're 
dealing with right now, the Veterans Caregivers 
bill, I'm working with my ranking member. 
Sen. (Richard) Burr, R-N.C, and members of the 
House - both Republican and Democrat - to go 
after VA because they too narrowly defined the 
(eligibility) criteria. That's how I intend to act. 

Q: What other issues will you focus on? 

A: I'm going to continue to make sure women 
veterans have the facilities that they need. Home- 
lessness is a huge issue, and the need for HUD- 
VASH (Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing) 
grants. I'm fighting that right now because House 
Republicans have eliminated these grants from the 
continuing resolution. I have so many veterans 
who come up to me when I am at home, and tell 
me they spent 20 years on the street after Vietnam, 
and because of a HUD-VASH voucher they are now 
working. I see this making a huge difference 
because of the way the HUD-VASH vouchers are 
structured. It isn't just putting them into a home; 
it's making sure they get the mental-health help 
that they need so they can get back on their feet. 

Q: Adm. Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, says that Iraq and Afghanistan veterans are 
becoming homeless at four times the rate returning 
Vietnam veterans did. Should Congress fund four 
times as many housing vouchers? 
A: I would argue yes. || 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor for The 
American Legion Magazine. 



JUNE 2011 I THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 35 




Rocked by a series of sterilization scares, VA errs on the side of patient safety. 

BY BETH W. ORENSTEIN 




36 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | JUNE 2011 



Media Bakery 



Army veteran Gary Simpson, 59, thought he 
was doing the right thing in 2007 when he 
went in for a colonoscopy at the VA hospital 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., about 60 miles from 
his home in Spring City. "I had no symptoms, but 
my doctor recommended that I be tested for colon 
cancer as a precaution," he recalls. 

Three years later, Simpson received an alarming 
letter. A valve on the equipment used for colonos- 
copies at the Alvin C. York VA Medical Center may 
have been wrongly connected. As a result, patients 
who had colonoscopies at the facility between 
April 23, 2003, and Dec. 1, 2008, could have been 
exposed to potentially life-threatening infectious 
diseases transmitted through body fluids - specifi- 
cally, hepatitis B, hepatitis C and HIV. 

The letter Simpson received from VA advised 
him to be tested for the viruses. He had the tests 
done, "and they gave me the all-clear." Still, he 
says, "every day, it's a source of worry for me." 

Simpson is one of about 13,000 veterans who 
have received letters advising them to be tested for 
infectious diseases, after VA inspectors found 
issues with the way reusable medical equipment 
was handled at various VA facilities, from hospitals 
to dental clinics. "(In the last four years), we have 
had five VA facilities where we have needed to 
disclose a possible risk to veterans," says Dr. 
George Arana, the Veterans Health Administration 
acting assistant deputy undersecretary for clinical 
operations and management. 

In addition to Murfreesboro, breaches in medi- 
cal-equipment sterilization procedures were 
discovered at VA facilities in Miami and Augusta, 
Ga. In Miami, routine inspections uncovered that a 
colonoscopy tube that was supposed to be fully 
cleaned after each procedure was instead cleaned 
at the end of each day. And in Augusta, scopes 
used for ear, nose and throat procedures weren't 
being cleaned according to proper procedures. 

Issues also were found at VA dental clinics in St. 
Louis and Dayton, Ohio. In St. Louis, dental 
technicians were washing equipment by hand that 
should have been sterilized. In Dayton, a concern 
was raised about a dentist who was not complying 
with infection-control guidelines. In each case, the 
risk of infection was extremely low, but VA felt 
"compelled to disclose," Arana says. 

Dr. Andrea Buck, Veterans Health Administra- 
tion national director of medicine, says that VA's 
policy is to disclose risk, no matter how negligible. 
"The risk can be vanishingly small, or even only 
theoretical risk, and we still will disclose, because 
if there is an absence of literature on a given topic. 



as there often is, then VA errs on the side of 
disclosure in keeping with our commitment to 
patient safety." 

Since receiving letters from VA facilities, near- 
ly 12,000 veterans have been tested. Of them, 
15 cases of hepatitis B were identified, 44 were 
found to have hepatitis C, and seven tested positive 
for HIV. "None of these results have been biologi- 
cally linked to exposure to improperly processed 
medical equipment in VA medical facilities dating 
back to 2009," Arana says. 

In fact, Arana says, the testing produced the 
benefit of timely, free treatment for those who 
came back positive. "These 66 veterans are no 
longer unaware of their condition," Arana says. 
Regardless of the source, VA is providing each of 
them treatments at no cost. 

That some tested positive is not alarming, Arana 
says. Any time any group of veterans is tested, 
"you're going to find some positive hepatitis B, 
hepatitis C and HIV." The rates of confirmed 
infections from the group that received letters and 
were tested are lower than if 10,000 veterans had 
been randomly tested for hepatitis and HIV. 

According to public-health officials, the expected 
number of positive results after randomly testing 
10,000 veterans would be 370 (3.7 percent) for HIV, 
700 (7 percent) for hepatitis B, and 540 (5.4 
percent) for hepatitis C. 

Also, Arana says, the numbers aren't final, 
because "if the veterans were exposed yesterday, 
you have to wait six to seven months to complete 
the testing. And we have some situations that 
occurred up until a few months ago. So we're still 
waiting to finalize the testing." 

Simpson was told that the viruses could lie 
dormant and that he might test positive someday. 
The possibility, he says, keeps him up at night and 
has strained his marriage. Arana says that "in 
terms of positive or negative, we can nail that 
down in six months." 

Because of VA's disclosure policies, it's pos- 
sible that veterans who weren't exposed to the 
equipment in question were notified that they 
could be at risk, Arana says. For example, a hospi- 
tal may have five scopes it uses for colonoscopies. 
A problem may have been discovered with only 
one or two of them. However, any veteran who 
came to the hospital for a colonoscopy when the 
possible errors were believed to have happened 
would be notified, regardless if they were exposed 
to the scopes in question. 

"What we do is look at every single patient 
examined with those five scopes, whereas the risk 
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A real concern with notifying patients 
when the risk is nniniscuie is that it could 
scare thenn out of getting necessary 
procedures. 



may have been with one scope or two scopes. Still, 
we included (in the notifications) all those patients 
who were treated with those scopes/' Arana says. 
"The default was always to overestimate the 
numbers, rather than underestimate." 

Thanks to VA's electronic medical records, it was 
easy for experts to mine the data, determine who 
was treated at the facilities in question during the 
suspected breaches, and get the names of who 
needed to be notified. "They could look at it from 
eight to 10 different perspectives, (and so) we are 
highly confident that we got all the possibly 
affected veterans," Arana says. 

VA has faced harsh criticism since it disclosed 
the incidents, sent letters and opened 24-hour 
hotlines veterans could call with questions. The 
House Committee on Veterans Affairs' Oversight 
and Investigations Subcom- 
mittee held hearings, and 
VA's Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) has conduct- 
ed several investigations 
into the incidents. In 
response to the breaches. 
President Obama has said 
he considers providing for 
the health and safety of the 
nation's veterans "a solemn 

responsibility" and has charged VA with making its 
medical system "a top-notch system of health care." 

Several experts have applauded VA for its 
disclosure policies, and for accepting responsibility 
for testing veterans and treating them regardless of 
how they may have contracted the viruses. Nancy 
Foster, vice president for quality and patient safety 
at the American Hospital Association, says people 
are human and such mistakes could happen 
anywhere. She says VA has been "very diligent in 
contacting people who might have suffered ad- 
verse consequences as a result of care at their 
facilities." 

An article in the September 2010 issue of the 
prestigious New England Journal of Medicine titled 
"The Disclosure Dilemma" recommends that all 
hospitals follow VA's example and disclose adverse 
events even when the probability of harm is very 
low. (Hospitals are not required to disclose possible 
adverse effects - only actual adverse effects. Buck 
says.) "The article says that the VA is way ahead of 
the pack on disclosure of potential risk, and it 
scolds American medicine, saying it should be 
doing more of this kind of thing," Arana adds. 

John Daigh Jr., the OIG's assistant inspector 
general for health-care inspections, says a real 



concern with notifying patients when the risk is 
miniscule is that it could scare them out of getting 
necessary procedures. More veterans could die of 
colon cancer if they don't undergo screenings than 
could be harmed if equipment used to perform 
colonoscopies at some sites isn't cleaned exactly 
according to procedure, he says. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
risk of infection following routine endoscopic 
procedures is 1 in every 1.5 million procedures. 

Last November, VA instituted a rigorous review 
schedule of all 152 hospitals and 200 sites where it 
processes medical and surgical devices. "We have 
asked each one of those sites to review their 
processing protocols six times a year," Arana says. 
"Then we're asking regional offices to do unan- 
nounced visits of each hospital three times a year, 
so what we have in place is 
^^^^^^HHBi^ then a self-review and 
outside review of every 
hospital nine times a year." 

In addition, VA has adopted 
the tracer method used by 
the joint commission that 
accredits VA and private 
hospitals. The method 
involves following a given 
device from the operating 
room or procedure suite to the time it is cleaned 
and put back on the shelf. 

In March, the OIG released a report on its most 
recent inspection of VHA facilities' medical-equip- 
ment reprocessing practices. The report included 
inspections at 45 VA facilities from Jan. 1 through 
Sept. 30, 2010. No threats were found, says Debo- 
rah Howard, director of OIG's San Diego Office of 
Healthcare Inspections and author of the report. 
"There were opportunities for improvement, but 
nothing alarming." 

Thanks to VA's renewed diligence, "we have sent 
in national experts from the VA and from outside 
the VA to look at those issues . . . and we feel really 
good that we're starting to pick up (problems) 
before they can cause harm," Arana says. 

Now retired from the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity, Simpson says he will continue to use VA's 
health services despite what happened. For his 
peace of mind, he says he will also continue to be 
tested for hepatitis and HIV regularly. "They're not 
advising me that I have to," he says. "But it's in my 
best interests." || 

Beth W. Orenstein is a freelance medical writer 
living in Northampton, Pa. 
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Rid€rs with a cause 

Kansas chapters raise big money and log thousands of hours, 
malting differences in the lives of veterans of all ages. 

BY JAMES V.CARROLL 



As a little boy, Jonathon Blank dreamed 
of becoming a Marine. Growing up in 
Augusta, Kan., he'd 
often camouflage his face 
and don combat attire. He 
once framed a photo of 
himself with Popsicle sticks 
and scribbled in felt pen, 
"U.S. Marine Corp, sharp shooter or fighter." 

To no one's surprise. Blank enlisted just after his 
18th birthday in 2006. He served for four years and 



Watch a Kansas Legion Riders video: 

^it wwwJegion.org/magazine 



was about to leave the military when he learned 
that his unit, the Camp Pendleton-based 1st 

Reconnaissance Battalion, 
would deploy to Afghanistan. 
Blank, a sergeant, extended 
his contract. 

"I wasn't going to let my 
guys go without me," he 
says. "If something happened over there to one of 
them, I'd always wonder, 'Could I have changed 
anything? Could I have helped them?'" 



The Kansas Legion 
Riders have raised 
more than $1 million 
since 2008, including: 



$159,411 

for veterans 
projects 



$72,396 

for post 
projects 



$45,537 

for Children & 
Youth programs 



$33,562 

for the Warrior 
Transition Battalion 
at Fort Riley 
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Last October, Blank and his platoon were 
patrolling the Taliban-infested Helmand province 
when he stepped on an lED and was thrown 
several feet. A few seconds later, he regained 
consciousness, and knew something was wrong. 

"It was like a dream," he said. "I started crawl- 
ing because I knew my legs were gone. I didn't 
have to look. Then the pain came." 

As Blank's family prepared for his return, the 
Kansas American Legion Riders raised $125,000 to 
help cover expenses connected to 
his injuries and recuperation. 

"Our original goal was to raise 
$10,000 to $15,000," says Sam 
Langhofer, one of the Riders. 
"Blank's story touched everyone 
who heard it, and we soon 
realized we were going to get 
much more than we anticipated." 

Last year, the Kansas group 
raised more than $70,000 for the 
Legion's Legacy Scholarship 
Fund, which provides college 
scholarships for children of U.S. 
military personnel killed on or 
after Sept. 11, 2001. 

"(Kansas) had 11 Riders and 
four passengers complete the 
entire 3,300-mile Legacy Run 
round trip to the 92nd National 
Convention in Milwaukee," says 
Dave Schoonover, Kansas Legacy 
Run road captain. "The trip was a joy. The sad 
thing is that approximately 25 young military men 
and women lost their lives during the 12 days it 
took us to complete the ride. That's why we work 
so hard to raise money to assure those children 
have the means to attend college." 

And that's just one project. 

With 72 chapters and nearly 3,200 members, 
the Kansas Legion Riders - helped by the state's 
American Legion family - have raised more 
than $1 million since 2008 to aid veterans and 
to support Legion programs. Last year, dona- 
tions from individual chapters ranged from 
$400 to $18,000. 




The Kansas Riders also logged 310,000 volunteer 
hours in 2010. They provide escorts and security at 
military and veterans funerals. They attend troop 
send-offs and welcome-home ceremonies. They 
visit VA hospitals, veterans homes and the Warrior 
Transition Battalion at Fort Riley. And they serve 
as pallbearers and flag carriers for Dignity Memo- 
rial's Homeless Veterans Burial Program, spon- 
sored by 1,800 U.S. funeral-service providers. 
Recently, about 50 Wichita-area Legion Riders 
formed a ride to welcome home 
Jared Smith, a young soldier who 
sustained injuries from an lED 
explosion. Smith and his family 
gathered on their front lawn, 
watching the two-by-two parade 
of motorcycles, all waving flags. 

"You don't know how much 
this means to me," said a sur- 
prised Smith, who greeted each 
Rider with a hug. 

After introductions. Smith 
shared his war story with the 
veterans filling his yard. The lED 
injuries weren't his first wound 
that day. As a buddy carried 
Smith from the battlefield, he 
was hit again, this time by 
enemy gunfire. Later, the helicop- 
ter transporting him to the 
hospital experienced trouble. 
"Sounds like it was not a bad 
day you were having, Jared, but a very lucky day," 
one Legion Rider quipped. "You made it home." 

Like Smith, Jonathon Blank appreciates the 
camaraderie of veterans from other war eras. That 
the Kansas Legion Riders cared enough to raise 
$125,000 to ease his burden gives him pause. 

"I've thought about it a lot," Blank says. "I can't 
say enough about how thankful I am to have the 
support and respect of the Legion Riders and The 
American Legion family. War and the consequenc- 
es of war are not a mystery to them. They get it." || 

James V. Carroll is photo editor for The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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"\ feel privileged to have grown up in the United 
States. We are leaders in the world in many areas 
of science, engineering and technology. 

"\ still remember, as a young child, watching 
as the astronauts took their first steps on our 
nearest solar-system neighbor, our moon. 
Although the entire world was inspired at 
that time, growing up here in the 
United States provided me with the freedom 
and opportunity to pursue my dream of 
becoming an astronaut. I love the United 
States because of the unique inspiration 
to try to do something I dreamed of, 
and the opportunity through 
the appropriate education 
and hard work to make 
my dream a reality." 



Peggy Whitson 



Chief astronaut, NASA 



A native of Mount Ayr, Iowa, Peggy 
Whitson has logged 377 days in space, the 
most for any U.S. astronaut. In April 2008, 
she completed her second six-month tour 
of duty aboard the International Space 
Station, as the commander for Expedition 
16. She has performed six career 
spacewalks, adding up to 39 hours and 
46 minutes, more than any other woman. 

As chief of NASA's Astronaut Corps, 
Whitson is responsible for the mission- 
preparation activities of all space shuttle 
and International Space Station crews and 
their support personnel. She has received 
numerous awards, including NASA's 
Outstanding Leadership Medal and Space 
Flight Medal. 
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Diversity reigns at D.C. gathering 

If a theme prevailed at The American Legion's 
51st Washington Conference in March, it was diversity. 
The Legion's Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission 
tackled the topic of gender diversity from two angles: first, 
with a panel discussion of top officials on the evolving 
role of women in the military, and second, by unveiling 
survey results that gave VA's health-care program for 
female veterans mixed reviews at best. The Legion also 
honored a female Holocaust survivor, and heard from 
Air Force Maj. Allison Black, an AC-130H Spectre navigator 
who the Taliban came to know as the "angel of death." 

The conference was also diverse in a more traditional 
sense, with a little something for everyone. Speakers included 
VA Secretary Eric Shinseki and awardees Sen. Daniel Akaka, 
D-Hawaii, and Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa. A tribute to American 
Legion volunteers, a job fair and an education symposium 
rounded out the week. 



Gold Star dad not done fighting 

Albert Snyder told Legionnaires he is not 
done battling the Westboro Baptist Church 
and the emotional strain its anti-gay protests 
cause families at private military funerals. 
The Maryland man - who lost his 20-year-old 
son, Lance Cpl. Matthew Snyder, in Iraq in 
2006 - fought the church in court after its 
members picketed the fallen Marine's funeral 
five years ago. The case ended in early 
March when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
8-1 that such demonstrations are 
constitutionally protected. 

"\ will continue to press for legislation to 
make the picketing and protesting at funerals 
a little bit harder for members of the 
Westboro Baptist Church," Snyder told 
Legionnaires after he received a check for 
$26,458.58, most of which was raised through 
the Legion's Burn Pit blog site to help him 
recover legal costs and other expenses. 



Sen. Akaka honored 

Former Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
Chairman Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, received 
The American Legion's Distinguished Public 
Service Award, largely for his work 
to improve the Post-9/11 Gl Bill passed by 
Congress last fall and signed into law in 
January. "\ am truly humbled and honored 
to be recognized by the Legion," said Akaka, 
who used the original Gl Bill to pursue a 
college education after he served in the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during and 
after World War II. 

Rep. Altmire recognized 

U.S. Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa., received a 
Special Recognition Award in appreciation of 
his personal commitment to help homeless 
veterans, and for his introduction of 
legislation aimed at improving the lives of 
those who have served in uniform. 



Complete coverage of the 51st American Legion Washington Conference, including photos 
and articles, can be found at the Legion website, by clicking on the March news 
archives. Featured are videos of all major speakers, induding Holocaust 
survivor Nesse Godin, recipient of the 2011 National Commander's 
Public Relations Award. 



Find it online: www.legion.org 
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Shinseki on VA growth 

The number of veterans receiving VA 
health care and benefits has grown by nearly 
800,000 since Eric Shinseki took office as 
secretary in 2009. The number now stands at 
a record 8.4 million, and is projected to hit 
8.6 million by 2012. 

"\ project that the numbers will continue 
to grow," Shinseki told Legionnaires. The 
department's budget can likewise be 
expected to keep climbing, especially as 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan pour into 
the system. "These numbers will continue to 
rise for many years, many decades after the 
last combatant comes home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. This is reality." 

Shinseki noted, however, that one of his 
top measurable priorities is moving in the 
right direction: veteran homelessness. 
"Two years ago, there were approximately 
130,000 veterans on any given night who 
were counted as homeless. Today, we 
estimate there are about 76,000 homeless 
veterans. We intend to take this number to 
under 60,000 by June of next year." 

Homeless veterans panel 

The American Legion's Economic 
Commission conducted a panel discussion 



Holocaust survivor receives PR award 




Lithuanian Holocaust survivor Nesse 
Godin, who speaks nationally about 
her experiences and the value of 
freedom - including annual 
appearances at American Legion Boys 
Nation - received the National 
Commander's Public Relations Award. 

"I lived through the worst time in 
humanity," she told The American 
Legion Magazine. "\'ve witnessed the 
worst things you can imagine from the 
age of 13 to 17. How did I survive, a little 
girl, through those terrible times? With 
the help of the Lord in heaven, by 
whatever name we called Him. He 
looked over me, a little girl. But most of 
all, Jewish women who felt sorry for a 



little girl alone, separated from the 
family. When I cried of hunger, they 
gave me a piece of bread. When I 
shivered of cold, they wrapped my 
body in straw. When I lay on the 
ground when I was beaten up, I wanted 
to die. I said, 'Dear Lord, take me. I 
cannot take it anymore.' The women 
said, 'You have to survive. Don't give 
Hitler a victory. But if you survive, don't 
let us be forgotten. Light a candle for 
us, but most of all, teach the world 
what happened here.' And I promised 
them. Through the years, I've been 
speaking to so many schools and 
organizations - even before the 
Holocaust museum was built. My talk is 




J 



James V.Carroll 

not always the same talk, but my 
message is always the same: be kind to 
each other and to share a bite of 
bread." 



that brought together representatives from 
over a dozen state and federal organizations 
to discuss ways to eliminate homelessness 
among veterans. 

Hiring Heroes 

American Legion Economic Commission 
members heard about a newly created a 
program - Hiring Heroes - that has a 
mission of finding employment not only for 



veterans, but for their husbands, wives or 
other family members. 

Education symposium 

The American Legion teamed up with 
Student Veterans of America to co-host an 
education symposium with the theme 
"Bridging the Gap." It focused on the needs 
of returning veterans when they enroll in 
school, and how the Legion can help. 



■ /.V 



Top Legislative Council Member 

Retired U.S. Army Maj. Kenneth Governor of 
New York received the Legislative Council 
Member of the Year Award. As vice chairman 
for The American Legion's Legislative Council 
in New York, he was recognized for his ability 
to build dose working relationships with 
members of Congress and national staff. 



VA Volunteer of the Year 

Alaskan Crucelina "Cris" Vrabel, 
a Navy veteran and operating-room 
nurse with 44 years of experience, 
was named The American Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
Commission's Outstanding Volunteer 
Hospital Worker of the Year. 



[VERBATIM] 

^ ^Society takes two basic 
approaches in solving 
problems such as veteran 
homelessness: running 
some nice programs or 
making the effort to solve 
the problem. 

Steve Berg, vice president, 
National Alliance to End 
Homelessness 

^^You can spend your 
time in a number of ways 
when you are in Congress. 
I've chosen to dedicate 
my time to making sure 
our veterans are taken 
care of, and that we are 
supporting ourtroops.'^ 

U.S. Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa., 

after receiving a recognition award 
for his support of the Pennsylvania 
American Legion Housing for 
Homeless Veterans Corp. 
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MGM/TheKobal Collection 



[ENTERTAINMENT] 

Vichy Hollywood 

The remake of the hit 1984 film 
"Red Dawn" has been itself remade, 
and it seems Hollywood was worried 
about choosing a politically incorrect 
- and financially risky - bad guy. 

The bad guys in the original were 
Soviet and Cuban soldiers invading a 
weakened United States. The updated 
version of the film substituted 
Chinese troops for the Soviets, which 
worried MGM execs wary of 
jeopardizing future movie deals in 
China's massive market. So MGM 
ordered the film to be digitally altered 
in post-production, replacing most 
references to China with North Korea. 

"Potential distributors are nervous 
about becoming associated with the 
finished film, concerned that doing so 
would harm their ability to do 
business with the rising Asian 
superpower," The Los Angeles Times 
reports. MGM hopes to cash in on the 
Chinese market with future films in 
the James Bond and "Hobbit" 
franchises, according to the Times. 

To be sure, a Chinese invasion of 
the United States may be unthinkable 
to most Americans, but a North 
Korean invasion is downright 
laughable. Moreover, while 
reasonable people can disagree 
about whether China is a friend, foe or 
something in between, the notion of 
changing a finished film for fear that it 
might offend a government seems at 
odds with Hollywood's modus 
operandi - and antithetical to the 
American way of looking at the world. 
After all, Hollywood certainly hasn't 
censored itself when it comes to 
producing films that might offend, 
challenge, criticize, question or 
otherwise impugn U.S. policies, 
American history or specific 
political figures. 



[ECONOMICS] 

Catastrophic costs 

in the wake of the cascading disasters in Japan, The Economist recently 
charted the costliest natural disasters on record: 
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[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

The PRCs 
spending spree 

China will increase military 
spending by 12.7 percent in 2011. 
This resumes a decades-long 
stretch of double-digit 
increases in Chinese defense 
spending. Since 1989, as The 
New York Times reports, the 
Chinese military budget has 
jumped by an average of almost 
13 percent each year. The year 
2010 was an anomaly, with 
China's defense budget 
increasing by a relatively 
modest 7.5 percent due to the 
global economic downturn. 



[ACTIVE DUTY] 

Brotherhood of war 

A unit of Marine reservists takes the 
phrase "brothers in arms" literally. 

The 1st Battalion 23rd Regiment - the 
Lone Star Battalion - includes five sets of 
brothers: Lance Cpls. Guillermo 
Hernandez and Raul Hernandez of Texas, 
Cpl. Daniel Beans and Lance Cpl. Joshua 
Beans of Florida, Lance Cpls. Jonathon 
Faseler and Matthew Faseler of Texas, 
Gunnery Sgt. Hector Vega Cigarroa and 
Sgt. Francisco Vega of Texas, and Lance 
Cpls. Cody Henrichsen and Bobby 
Henrichsen of Texas. 

Lt. Col. Todd Zink, who commands the 
unit, told CNN that the battalion's unique 
family ties "can be a force multiplier in the 
sense that no one knows you better than 
your brother." 

The Hernandez brothers would agree. 
"I don't think there's anyone better to 
keep me safe than him," Guillermo said. 
"It's a little reminder of home. It's 
comforting having him here, knowing 
he's safe." 

The Lone Star Battalion is in the middle 
of a seven-month tour in Afghanistan. 
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Millions are scrambling for the 
2011 Silver Eagle.. .But we're giving 
it away TODAY at our lowest price! 



The economic crisis has sparked a huge demand for U-S- 
Mint Silver Eagles- Collectors, investors, dealers and the 
public alike are scouring the country to obtain them, creating 
a serious national shortage- But today, as a special offer to new 
customers you can own these HEFTY Silver Dollars at our 
lowest price — only $46,231"^ 

You Cannot Buy This Coin From the Mint! 

The U.S. Mint does not sell Silver Eagle Dollars direct to 
the public. You can only obtain them through an authorized 
distributor. We have just reserved a fresh shipment of 201 1 
U.S. Mint Silver Eagles — the current U.S. Silver Dollar. 
These massive and attractive coins contain one full troy 
ounce of silver and feature the historic image of Miss Liberty 
draped in a U.S. flag walking boldly into the future. 

No, We're Not Crazy! 

Why are we giving away this silver dollar at our lowest price? 
Because we want to introduce you to what hundreds of thou- 
sands of our satisfied customers have discovered since 1984 — 
weWe your best source for coins worldwide* That's why 
we're giving away this 2011 U.S. Silver Eagle to you — for 
just $46.23** — to put you on the ground floor of great 
values like this — values our customers enjoy every day. 

*plus a nominal shipping and handling charge 

Note: GovMint.com. is a private distributor of government and private coin and medallic issues 
with the United States Government. Prices and availability subject to change without notice. ©C 
**Price based on spot market silver price of $34.60. 



Highest Demand Ever for 2010 Eagles. 
Act Before The 2011s Disappear! 

We've never experienced such demand for Silver Eagles as we 
did in 2010. We predict the same for the 201 1 Silver Eagles. 
So please hurry! They're available RIGHT NOW. And with 
the current financial crisis they could easily sell out. 

Don't Miss Out! Limit 3 Per Customer 

At our lowest price, we must set a strict limit of 3 coins per 
customer. The allure of silver is timeless, and the precious 
metal is a proven hedge against economic uncertainty. Don't 
miss out! Call immediately, toll free, 1'888'870'8528 to add 
these elusive Silver Eagles to your holdings! 

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 

1-888-870-8528 



Offer Code ESL156^02 

Please mention this code when you call. 



[3 GovMlNT.COM 

^li?/ YOURONE BEST SOURCE FORCOINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. ESL156-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.GovMintxom 



and is not affiliated 
jovMint.com, 2011 
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'More Than Just a Flag' 



Since 2006, when a single vote in the Senate defeated 
the American Legion-championed legislation that would 
restore to Congress the power to prohibit physical 
desecration of the U.S. flag, Old Glory's supporters have 
had little to celebrate. 

Twice in a row, the proposed amendment has failed to 
make it to the floor of either chamber for a vote, leaving 
The American Legion, the Citizens Flag Alliance and their 
allies to focus on a renewed push in the 112th Congress. 

On Jan. 7, U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Mo. - a longtime 
proponent of the flag amendment - introduced House 
Joint Resolution 13, which simply reads, 'The Congress 
shall have power to prohibit the physical desecration of 
the flag of the United States." A companion measure is 
expected to be introduced in the Senate. 

Emerson recently spoke with The 
American Legion Magazine about the 
bill's need for co-sponsors, and why 
this Congress should be the one to 
finally pass a flag amendment. 

Q: You have sponsored a flag- 
amendment resolution in every 
Congress since you joined the 
House of Representatives in 1996. 
Why do you believe in this 
legislation? 

A: When I was 17 years old, my senior 
class took a trip behind the Iron 
Curtain. It was an eye-opening 
experience for me and my friends, 
who had never been in an environment where we had to 
not only watch what we said but were restricted in what 
we could do. It was a very gray environment, no lights on, 
people in long lines for bread. When we got back to the 
United States and we saw the flag, flying into Dulles, it was 
a sight to behold. It wasn't until then that I realized how 
fortunate I was to live in this country. 

Keep in mind, this is 1968. 1 went to college and saw all 
the protests, students talking about Karl Marx and how 
wonderful communism was, trashing the American flag. 
I'd been in this Utopia they'd described, and it wasn't at all 
that Utopia. That's why I feel it is important to protect our 
flag. To me, it is much more than just a flag. It symbolizes 
all the hope and opportunity we have in this country. 

Q: What can supporters do, or do better, to get your 
colleagues to sign on as co-sponsors for H.J. Res. 13? 

A: I think it's important to build a coalition. The more 
people and the more diverse groups you can bring into 




an effort like this, the better. I still think a majority of 
Congress would support this. Because we've got so many 
things tugging and pulling at us, this issue just hasn't risen 
to the priority level. Once we get through this whole 
budget crunch, I think we'll have a better opportunity to 
work on this amendment. 

Q: Should people visit their representatives' offices in 
person, in addition to sending emails or calling? 

A: Absolutely. You've got to have one-on-one meetings. If 
this is the most important issue for The American Legion, 
then it's the only issue they should talk about. You don't 
want to dilute this issue with other messages. If you go 
into an office and you talk about three things, the easy 
thing gets left behind every single time. 

Q: Why is the opposition so fervent 
on this issue, and how is Congress 
swayed by this vocal minority? 

A: I think people who desecrate the 
flag don't realize how hurtful and 
insulting their actions are to those who 
have served our country. It's really hard 
for them to understand what it's like. I 
have a son who's a captain in the Army, 
and I can't pretend to know what it's 
like to be on the front lines. 

I just don't know if the push and the 
noise and the volume have been 
turned up enough on this issue. I think 
you need to have a good bipartisan 
group of people, and you have to try to keep the rhetoric 
above partisanship. 

Q: A flag amendment has passed the House multiple 
times, only to be defeated in the Senate. What would 
you say to supporters who may have lost hope after so 
many failed attempts? 

A: Don't get discouraged. I think we may have better luck 
when the leadership in the Senate changes hands. I don't 
want people to lose hope. I figure we'll just keep on it, but 
this has to be something that is talked about all the time. 

We are still trying as best we can to get as many 
co-sponsors as possible. I'm glad to know we've got some 
Democrats: Gene Green, Bill Keating, Carolyn McCarthy, 
Mike Ross, Adam Smith. But it's not only talking to the 
members (of Congress). It's also talking to their staffs and 
building relationships with their staffs. All of the states 
have passed (resolutions endorsing the flag amendment). 
Quite frankly, it's not as hard as they all think it is. 



48 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | JUNE 2011 



RALLY AROUND H.J. RES. 13 



THE LONG ROAD TO VICTORY 



As June 14, Flag Day, approaches. The American Legion and 
the Citizens Flag Alliance (CFA) are determined to persuade 
Congress to pass a constitutional amendment that returns to 
the American people the right to protect their flag. While an 
overwhelming majority of the public favors a flag-protection 
amendment, and numerous members of Congress have expressed 
their support, repeated efforts to pass it have failed, often by 
the slimmest of margins. 

As always. The American Legion family leads this campaign. 
CFA's website, www.cfa-inc.org, offers tips on how to make your 
voices heard: 

■ Contact your senators and representatives, whether by mail, email 
or in person. Convince them to sign on as co-sponsors of the bill. 

■ Write a letter to the editor or op-ed in your newspaper. 

■ Call in to your radio station, whether it's during talk radio, a 
public-affairs program or open lines. 

CFA's website also features background information (including legal 
arguments), petition templates, booklets and graphics supporting 
the pro-amendment position. Use these resources 
to make a convincing, relatable case. 

Additional information is available in the Legion's 
Legislative Action Center, www.legion.org/ 
legislative. Supporters are also encouraged to 
"like" the Citizens Flag Alliance on Facebook, and 
donate money to CFA online. 

OTHER FLAG RESOURCES 

The Legion now offers a subscription service for those who want to 
receive email notices when the U.S. flag is to be flown at half-staff. 

The flag is traditionally flown at half-staff when principal U.S. 
government figures or state governors pass away. It can also be 
ordered to half-staff by the president when other officials or 
dignitaries pass away, or on other similarly solemn occasions, and by 
governors at the death of a present or former state official, or a 
soldier from that state who has been killed on active duty. 

Started last fall, the notification service has nearly 7,000 subscribers. 

® www.legion.org/flag/notification 



Have a question for our 
flag expert? 

© www.legion.org/flag 



The national campaign for a flag-protection 
amendment began in 1989, when the Supreme 
Court ruled 5-4 in Texas v. Johnson that flag 
desecration is protected by the First 
Amendment, invalidating laws in 48 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

With polls showing a clear majority of 
Americans favoring protection for the flag. 
Congress passed the Flag Protection Act of 
1989, by a Senate vote of 91-9 and a House vote 
of 380-38. In another 5-4 decision, the Supreme 
Court struck down the law. Soon after the 
court's decision. Congress attempted to enact 
flag-protection laws by a constitutional 
amendment, but neither chamber had the 
two-thirds majority vote necessary to adopt it. 

In 1994, The American Legion spearheaded the 
creation of the Citizens Flag Alliance (CFA) - 
a broad-based, nonpartisan 
coalition of over 140 organizations 
representing millions of Americans 
- to mount a national campaign to 
win passage of a constitutional 
amendment to protect the flag. 

Thanks to the CFA's efforts, all 50 
state legislatures have enacted 
resolutions calling on Congress to pass a 
flag-protection amendment, and a proposed 
constitutional amendment granting Congress 
the power to prohibit desecration of the flag 
has passed the House six times. But the Senate 
has repeatedly failed to reach the two-thirds 
threshold to pass the amendment - the last 
time in 2006, by a single vote. 

In the past two congresses, the amendment 
did not make it to the House floor for a vote. 

On Jan. 7, Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Mo., 
reintroduced a flag amendment. 



"The Congress shall have power to 
prohibit the physical desecration 
of the flag of the United States." 
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Annuities can fill retirement gap 



RAPID FIRE 



[ECONOMICS] 

Business teaming 
offers leverage 

How many job opportunities are 
missed because your company 
lacks the capacity, or there are job 
requirements you can't fulfill? If 
your company passed on the 

chance to 

POINT 




VETERANS & BUSINESS 



compete, it 
might be 
time to 
consider 
teaming. 

Business 
relation- 
ships can 
take 
different 
forms, and the structure you use 
will determine how you compete. 
Teaming relationships are usually 
developed between two or more 
companies that want to compete 
for a specific solicitation. 
Ultimately, an agreement creates a 
new entity that has its own EIN 
(employer identification number) 
and is usually only in place 
through the contract's term. 

There are a few benefits to 
forming a teaming relationship; in 
addition to building capacity, 
teaming also allows you to 
leverage the socioeconomic status 
of both companies (for example, 
service-disabled-veteran-owned, 
woman-owned, 8(a), etc.). There 
are drawbacks, too - the new 
entity must still meet the SBA's size 
standard if you are bidding on 
federal work. 

This is one instance where being 
a veteran business owner can 
confer a distinct advantage. 
Veterans who team with other 
small businesses get to bid on 
work they would not otherwise 
qualify for, and the partner gains 
access to work for which it would 
not have the chance to compete. 
Either way, more work is better. 

Louis J. Celli is CEO of the Northeast 
Veterans Business Resource Center. 
Readers can send questions for "On 
Point" to lcelli@nevbrc.org. 



USAA" 




Annuities have been in the news as 
the Labor and Treasury departments 
explore the valuable role they could 
serve in retirement plans across the 
country. An annuity is a 
long-term contract issued 
by an insurance company. 

We've always been fans 
of annuities when they're 
used at the right time for 
the right purpose, and are 
suitable to your particular 
situation. We're not 
talking about variable 
annuities, which may have 
a place in some portfolios but have 
received some bad press for high fees 
and questionable sales practices. 
Rather, we like guaranteed fixed 
savings (deferred annuities) or income 
annuities (immediate annuities). They 
may be plain vanilla, but they can be 
the reliable workhorses of a portfolio. 
Here's a look at how they work and 
when they might be useful: 
■ Savings annuities are tax-deferred 
and designed for someone who wants a 
part of his portfolio to have guaranteed 
growth. With competitive interest 
rates, and principal and interest 
backed by the claims-paying ability of 
the insurance company, a savings 
annuity can add a guaranteed 
component to your retirement 
portfolio. The IRS allows taxes on the 
growth to be deferred; therefore, an 
annuity is considered a retirement 
vehicle. As such, withdrawals prior to 
age 591/2 could be subject to taxes and 
penalties. Using an annuity within 
a qualified plan or IRA does not 
provide additional tax benefits, but a 
savings annuity can still be an 



FINANCIAL 
FOOTLOCKER 



appropriate conservative option 
within an IRA or retirement plan. 
Often, people mistakenly believe that 
if they put money in savings annuities, 
they will be required to 
take it out through periodic 
distributions over their 
■ lives. While this is an 
I option, it's not mandatory. 
-J-— ill ■ Inconne annuities allow 

you to turn a lump sum into 
HjU a stream of income over a 
Iwll number of years, your life, or 
a combination thereof For 
example, you could elect a 
payout over a straight 15 years, your 
lifetime, or the longer of your life or 15 
years. In essence, they're a tool to 
build your own pension. If you're 
concerned about running out of 
money, an income annuity can 
provide periodic payments that you 
won't outlive. We love to see retirees' 
expenses covered by a combination of 
guaranteed income sources. When 
Social Security, military retirement 
and corporate pensions aren't 
enough, putting part of your savings 
into an income annuity might be a 
reasonable option to fill the gap. 

An annuity is meant to last a long 
time, making your life insurance 
company's financial strength of 
utmost importance. The annuity folks 
at USAA Life Insurance Companies are 
non-commission employees 
committed to serving your needs. To 
learn more, call (877) 699-2654. 

June WalbertandJ.J. Montanaro are 
certified financial planners for USAA. 
Submit questions for them online. 
www.legion.org/financialfootlocker 



[MEMBERSHIP] 



NEW POSTS 



Forgotten Warriors Post 75, St. Louis Chartered March 16 (39 members) 



Post 277, Marine City, Mich. Chartered March 16 (16 members) 



Post 37, Ionia, Mich. Chartered March 2 (28 members) 



Post 230, Bourne, Mass. Chartered Feb. 11 (15 members) 



Post 541, Pilceville, N.C. Chartered Feb. 8 (15 members) 
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[EDUCATION] 



Gl Bill improvements cap private-school payments 



MY Gl BILL 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BYVALERIEVIGIL 



Q: Under the Post-9/Tl Veterans Education Assistance 
Improvements Act of 2010, wliat are tlie clianges 
concerning tuition and fees paid to private schools? 

A: Under current regulations, the Post-9/11 Gl Bill will pay up 
to the most expensive in-state tuition and fees at a public 
institution of higher learning in the veteran's state, but he or 
she can still attend any approved school. When the benefit 
level does not cover the established charges, VA and the 
educational institution may enter into an agreement to 
cover unmet expenses under the Yellow Ribbon Program. 
Effective Oct. 1, 2011, students attending private schools are limited to $17,500 in 
annual tuition and fee reimbursement. Those paying out-of-state tuition at public 
schools will be limited to the resident charges for the program in which they're 
enrolled. In both cases, any charges above and beyond may be covered by the 
Yellow Ribbon Program. 

For example, a veteran wants to attend a school with tuition and fees of 
$15,000, which exceeds the cost of in-state tuition and fees at the most expensive 
public institution of higher learning in that veteran's state ($10,000). Under the 
Yellow Ribbon Program, the school and VA may enter into an agreement to cover 
the additional $5,000. In this instance, if a written agreement is made between VA 
and the school, the school would cover $2,500 of the charges, and VA will match 
that figure. 

Valerie Vigil, a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Arizona, is a past vice president of the National Association of Veterans' Programs 
Administrators. Send Gl Bill questions to her by email, askvalerie@legion.org 
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The Safer 
Bathing 
Experience™ 

The Walk In Bathtub Company brings safety, 
security and comfort to your bathing experience. 
U PROBABLY, THE MOST RECOMMENDED WALK 

IN BATHTUB IN THE U.S.A. 99 Walk-in Bathtub customer, Tania T. 

Anti-SUp Surfaces 
Low Entry, Easy Safe Access 
ADA CompUant Seat Height 
Hydrotherapy Spa 
Handheld/Wall Mounted Shower 



BBB 



WWW. SaferBathing. com 




CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-625-1414 

Open the door to independence "There comes a point for all of us when bathing suddenly demands a bit of thought, It 
can be a lot more difficult or even dangerous. We can 't stop the physical challenges that come with older, wiser years but we 
can preserve the enjoyment and relaxation of bathing or showering with my Walk In Bathtub... without spending a fortune. " 

Graha me Green ^^^I^ 1^ 

Founder/President, The Walk In Bathtub Company Inc. j^f^MkZm ^ -i ™ 

batntub 

company 





REQUEST YOUR 
FREEBROCHURE 



Advertisement 

Now Possible to 
Relieve Diabetic 
Nerve Pain in 
Feet Without a 
Prescription 

Only MagniLife® Diabetic 
Neuropathy Foot Cream contains a 
new formula that can relieve pain 
and tingling sensations without 
expensive medications while also 
allowing damaged skin to heal. 

^^^^t^ If you suffer from 

^^BMC^;. neuropathy - more 

wKf specifically, pain 

^TKi^ y^^^ ^^^^ 

■ to nerve damage 

- caused by Diabetes 
^^Li - you should be 

^HJ C'^ aware that scientists 

"^^L have developed a 
y new topical formula 

^ — - ™ that is seeing amaz- 
ing results. Key ingredients have been 
combined by this leading laboratory that 
focus on relieving the pain, tingling, and 
numbness while replenishing moisture to 
provide a protective barrier for your feet. 

In fact, results are so fantastic, long- 
time sufferers are now seeing improve- 
ments when nothing else had worked in 
years. '7 am a diabetic and the Diabetic 
Foot Cream was the first medicine I got 
that really really helped my legs and feet. 
I'd rub it on before bed and I had no tin- 
gling in my toes and my legs felt good. 
Thank you. " -A Burkhart, NC. 

Over 20 million Americans suffer 
from diabetic neuropathy with very few 
treatment options available. Expensive 
prescription drugs and ointments only 
try to relieve nerve pain. Now you can 
relieve the nerve pain while you restore 
cracked, damaged, and itchy skin. 
Alcohol free, fragrance free, no added 
dyes, and no petroleum oils. 

MagniLife® Diabetic Neuropathy 

Foot Cream is now available at Rite Aid 

Pharmacies. It can also be ordered for 

$19.99 (plus $5.95 S&H) for a 4 oz jar. 

Ordertwojars for $39.98 (plus $9.95 S&H) 

and receive a third jar FREE. Simply send 

your name and address with payment to 

MagniLife, Dept. NAL, P.O. Box 6789, 

McKinney, TX 75071, or call 1-800-632- 

1416. Satisfaction guaranteed or return 

your products within 90 days for a refund 

of the product purchase price. Order Now 

at www.MDFootCream.com 

These statements have not been evaluated by 
the Food and Drug Administration. These 
products are not intended to diagnose, treat, 
cure, or prevent any disease. 



[CONVENTION] 

MINNEAPOLIS READY TO 
THRILL CONVENTION-GOERS 

From Aug. 26 to Sept. 1, thousands of Legionnaires will visit Minneapolis for the 
93rd National Convention of The American Legion. Between meetings and other 
events, the city offers easy and seemingly endless routes to entertainment and 
recreation. Most of the convention hotels are located downtown, near the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. These and several attractions are all connected by 
the Skyway - a series of glass tunnels, one level above the street. Covering eight 
miles and connecting nearly 80 blocks, it's the largest such system in the world. 

Attractions near the convention center include the Walker Art Center, with the 
adjoining Minneapolis Sculpture Garden; the Hennepin Theatre District, 
featuring three acclaimed venues along Hennepin Avenue; and Orchestra Hall, 
which is the home of the Minnesota Orchestra and stands on the site of the first 
American Legion national convention in 1919. 

Plus, Legionnaires have not one city to enjoy and explore, but two - just across 
the Mississippi River is twin city and state capital St. Paul, a destination in itself. 

Nicollet Mall 

The thoroughfare runs through 11 blocks of downtown, 
offering food, shopping (including Gaviidae Common, 
Macy's and an outpost of local corporate resident 
Target), a farmers market and the Cesar Pelli-designed 
Minneapolis Central Library. 
® www.minneapolis.otg 
Click on "Shopping" and "Downtown" 

Warehouse Entertainment District 

The Warehouse Entertainment District is home to a 
vast array of dining options, theaters, the Target 
Center - home of the Minnesota Timberwolves - 
and ample retail outlets. 
® www.mpl5watehou5e.com 



Mall of America 

Located in nearby Bloomington, this "city within a 
city" is one of the world's largest shopping complexes. 
It includes 520 stores, 50 restaurants, theaters, an 
aquarium, and a Nickelodeon children's-entertainment 
area. The mall is easily accessed via light rail. 
® www.mallofametica.com 






QUICK LINKS 



Visit the Minneapolis Convention + 
Visitors Association online: 

^ www.minneapoli5atten(lee.com 

For more information on host city Minneapolis: 
^ www.meetminneapoli5.com 

For 93rd National Convention news 
and resources: 

® www.legion.otg/convention 



LEGION TOURS 



The American Legion is working with 
metroConnections to provide several tours in and 
around Minneapolis during the national convention. 

Friday, Aug. 26 

Fort Snelling, 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m., $29 

Twin Cities Highlights Tour, 1 p.m.-4 p.m., $25 

Saturday, Aug. 27 

Twin Cities Highlights Tour, 9 a.m.-noon, $25 
Summit Brewery Tour, 9:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. 
& 12:15 p.m.-3:45 p.m., $25 

Sunday, Aug. 28 

Twin Cities Highlights Tour (downtowns only), 

9a.m.-11a.m., $20 

Lock & Dam River Cruise, 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m., $35 
Monday, Aug. 29 

Twin Cities Highlights Tour, 9 a.m.-noon, $25 
Mystic Lake Casino, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., $20 
Stillwater Tour/Lunch Cruise, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., $55 

Groups of 30 or more can contact metroConnections 
for customized pre- and post-convention tours. 
Options include the Headwaters of the Mississippi & 
Great Lake Superior Tour (three days, two nights). 
House on the Rock/Wisconsin Dells (three days, two 
nights) and Mount Rushmore (five days, four nights). 

The tour registration/cancellation deadline is Aug. 19. 

Register for a tour: 

^ www.legion.otg/convention/te5outce5 

Click on "Tour Opportunities & Registration Form" 



Pioneering audioiogist invents 
''reading glasses'" for your ears. 

Neutronic Ear is the easyy virtually invisible and affordable 

way to turn up the sound on the world around you. 

You don't have to pay through the nose to get 
Personal Sound Amplification Technology. 



Its amazing how technology has 
changed the way we hve. Since the 
end of the Second World War, more 
products have been invented than 
in all of recorded history. After 
WWII came the invention of the 
microwave oven, the pocket calculator, 
and the first wearable hearing aid. 
While the first two have gotten smaller 
and more affordable, hearing aids 
haven't changed much. Now there's an 
alternative. . . Neutronic Ear. 

First of all, Neutronic Ear is not a 
hearing aid; it is a PSAP, or Personal 
Sound Amplification Product. Until 
PSAPs, everyone 



Neutronic Ear has been designed with 
the finest micro-digital electronic 
components available to offer superb 
performance and years of use. Many 
years of engineering and development 
have created a product that's ready to 
use right out of the box. The patented 
case design and unique clear tube make 
it practical and easy to use. The entire 
unit weighs only 1/1 0th of an ounce, 
and it hides comfortably behind either 
ear. The tube is designed to deliver 
clear crisp sound while leaving the ear 
canal open. The electronic components 
are safe from moisture and wax 
buildup, and you won't feel like you 



was required to 
see the doctor, 
have hearing 
tests, have fitting 
appointments 
(numerous 
visits) and then 
pay for the 
instruments 
without any 
insurance 
coverage. These devices can cost up to 
$5000 each! The high cost and incon- 
venience drove an innovative scientist 
to develop the Neutronic Ear PSAP. 

lust think of the places 
you'll enjoy Neutronic Ear 

• Parties 
• Restaurants 

• Church • Lectures 

• Book Groups • Movies 

• Bird-watching and 
almost any daily activity 



The Evolution of Hearing Products 



Invention 


Date 


Easy to Use? 


Invisible? 


Affordable? 


The Ear 
Horn 


17th 
Century 


No 


Hardly 


Maybe 


Wearable 
Hearing Aid 


1935 


Weighed 
2.5 pounds 


No 


No 


Digital 
Hearing Aid 


1984 


No 


No 


Not for 
most people 


Neutronic 
Ear 


2010 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 



have a circus peanut jammed in your 
ear. Thanks to a state-of-the-art manu- 
facturing process and superior design, 
we can make Neutronic Ear affordable 
and pass the savings on to you. 

It works... but don't take our word 
for it. Why pay thousands to make 
everything sound louder when what 
you really need is a Personal Sound 
Amplification Product? We're so sure 
you'll be absolutely thrilled with 
the quality and effectiveness of this 
product that we are offering it to the 
public at a low introductory price 
with our exclusive trial offer. If, for 




Hard to see • Simple to use 
Easy to afford 

any reason, you are not completely 
amazed by how this product improves 
your life, simply return it for a refund 
of the product purchase price within 
30 days. Call now. 

Visit us on the web at 

www.neutronicear.com 

NeutronicEar™ 

The Sound Decision^" 

Call now for 
the lowest price ever. 

Please mention promotional code 
42169. 

1-877-690-7884 

Neutronic Ear is not a hearing aid. If you believe you 
need a hearing aid, please consult a physician. » 
Not available in the state of Washington. 5 



RAPID FIRE 



[MEMORIAM] 

For Glenn Green, The American Legion came first 



Glenn Green represented South 
Dakota on The American Legion's 
National Executive Committee for 
three decades. A World War II 
Army veteran, he served on 
various committees and 
commissions during his 65 years of 
Legion membership, which ended 
when he passed away in Pierre, 
S.D., on Feb. 27. He was 89. 

"He was what you would call a 
real gentleman," said Department 
of New York Adjutant Richard 
Pedro, a close friend of Green's. 
"He was very active in the 
organization. He was a very good 
Legionnaire. And he was quiet, yet 
very assured. You knew when he said something that he 
meant what he said." 

A life member of Porter L. Rich Post 63 in Lake Preston, 
Green served as Department of South Dakota commander 
from 1957 to 1958, and took a spot as an alternate on the 
National Executive Committee a year later. 

Past National Commander Michael Kogutek of New York 
enjoyed a friendship with Green that spanned 60 years. 




"He was really a team player, and 
he put that above any individual 
aspirations he may have had," 
Kogutek said. "He was a very 
effective leader, especially in his 
department, and I think that still 
carries on today." 

Despite the miles between 
them. Past National Commander 
Jake Comer of Massachusetts also 
forged a strong friendship with 
Green, calling him one of the 
Legion's most trusted voices. 

"His word was his bond," Comer 
said. "When he submitted 
someone from his department for 
a national appointment, you didn't 
need to check that person's resume." 

Ken Danilson of Iowa, chairman of the Legion's National 
Finance Commission, knew Green for 25 years. 

"He was one of the mentors I got once I got to the 
national level, because I was from the Midwest," Danilson 
said. "He was one of those who took the young guys aside 
and gave them some good advice. I really appreciated the 
counsel he gave me." 




In your honor... 

The United States Army Commemorative Coin 
Program features five-dollar gold, silver dollar and 
half-dollar clad coins that are designed to honor 
all Army veterans who have served during war and 
peace since the American Army's inception in 1775. 

Order yours today. A portion of the proceeds 
is authorized to be paid to the Army Historical 
Foundation to help finance the National Museum 
of the United States Army to be built at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. To learn more about the National 
Army Museum, visit www.armyhistory.org. 



www.usmint.gov/catalog 
1-800-USA-MINT 
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FAST RELIEF For Swollen Ankles Or Poor Circulationl 



CCHiSSION SOCKS 



Available I 
H Whites 
Black 



RELIEVES Painful Swelling! 
IMPROVES Vital Circulationl 
INHIBITS Bacterial Growth! 



& 



Knee-High Length 
FOR MEN & WOMEN! 



i 



COMPRESSION 
BRINGS BLOOD 
BACK UP THE 
LEG PROVIDING 
CONSTANT 
CIRCULATION 



Photo shows 
sock inside out 
for clearer 
view of REAL 
silver fibers 



BUY 1 


PAIR 


GET 1 


PAIR 


FRI 


EE 


$0 


197 ' 


ONLY ^ 


per pair 


(Save $t 5.97 off 


catalog price) 



O 
Csl 

@ 



■1 



Q 
Q 



SILVER 
DRAWS ^ 
BLOOD — 
FLOW TO 
THE FOOT 



RECEIVE A 



SURRRISE 



Gllvli 



Anti-Odor! Anti-Static! 
Wash 'N Wear Convenience! 

■ SILVER PLUS COMPRESSION! 

2-in-1 relief for swelling, poor 
circulation or varicose veins! 

■ A MUST FOR TRAVELERS! 

Helps prevent circulatory 
problems on long flights or cruises! 

■ GREAT FOR TENNIS & SPORTS! 

Gives leg muscles extra support 
when running or jumping! 

■ VITAL FOR STANDING ALL DAY! 

Enjoy unbelievable comfort when 
you're on your feet all day! 



WITH EVERY ORDER 



This product Is not intended to diagnose or cure any medical condition. If symptoms 
persist, see your doctor. This product is solely designed for soothing therapeutic relief. 



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com 



(website offers r\r\ 
may vary) 



ORDER NOW 
TOLL-FREE 



1 -800-530-2689 



Silver Is Permanently Bonded To Sock Fibers! 
It Will Never Wash Out Or 
Wear Off - Guaranteed! 

From wound care to bacterial control, the 
therapeutic power of silver is legendary. 
That's why our 2-IN-1 Compression Socks, 
woven with REAL SILVER fibers, bring you 
miracle relief. Silver draws blood flow to the 
foot. Compression brings it back up 
providing constant circulation. Microspun 
nylon and spandex polypropylene fibers 
provide firm but comfortable support, 
especially at the ankles. Ladies' (fits 9-11) 
Men's (fits 10-13). One size fits most, buy 1 
pair, get 1 pair free! Made in U.S.A. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Bacl< 



Silver Lined Compression Socks 


□ VISA □ MasterCard 
Card# 

1 1 1 1 1 


□ Discover®/NOVUS^"Cards Dept. 63799 




2 Black 


2 White 


1 Black, 1 White 


Expiration Date ^ 


Ladies' 
#308 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 




Men's 
#309 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 


Name 
Address 

City ST Zip 
Davtime Phone # 


Silver Lined Compression Socks @ $9.97 per pr. 

Buy 1 Pair , Get 1 Pair Free 


$ 


CA residents must add 8.25% sales tax 


$ 


Regular shipping & handling 
Add $3.95 no matter how many ordered 


$ 3.95 


1 k ^ FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

Add An Additional $2.95 
'^^m (receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 


$2.95 


Email Address 


TOTAL 


$ 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 
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[MEMORIALS] 

'Building of light, place of honor' 

BYALANA BURKE 

In March, more than 350 people attended the dedication 
of a newly completed chapel at the Northern California 
Veterans Cemetery in Shasta County, near Igo and 10 miles 
southwest of Redding. The chapel, which seats 125 people, 
was built against all odds, and will provide shelter and 
comfort to veterans - and all who honor them - for 
generations to come. 

Despite frigid temperatures and driving rain, people 
gathered outside under swaying canopies, straining to hear 
the words of Korean War veteran and retired California state 
lawmaker K. Maurice Johannessen. 

Johannessen, formerly the secretary of California's 
Department of Veterans Affairs, has spent a lifetime fighting 
for the rights of veterans, and his tenacity has garnered him 
the utmost respect from veterans. At the dedication, he 
wryly admitted that the inclement weather aptly illustrated 
the critical need for the chapel. 

Up against prohibitive government regulations, 
Johannessen eventually agreed to lease cemetery land from 
the state, build the chapel himself, and hand over the key 
when it was complete. He has never wavered from his 
stance that 'Veterans will be provided for," even if it requires 
a personal sacrifice. Supporters rallied around Johannessen, 
donating services, materials and funds to help defray the 
cost of the chapel's construction, but he is still footing a 
substantial portion of the bill. 

After the dedication, people gratefully entered the chapel 
to attend a Missing in America Project (MIAP) memorial 
service for 24 veterans and one veteran's spouse. Their 
cremains spent years on local mortuary shelves, unclaimed. 




K.Maurice Johannessen 



Fred Salanti, a Vietnam War veteran and founder of MIAP, 
wept openly as the urn bearers set their charges on the altar. 
The chapel serves all faiths, and clergy members from 
several religions offered their blessings. 

"People thought I was nuts!" says Johannessen of his 
declaration that he'd build the chapel at his own expense if 
necessary. "Now that it is finished, they understand how 
important this was. When you enter the cemetery, instead of 
just an administration building, veterans and families now 
see a welcoming chapel that offers peace and tranquility. It 
is a building of light and a place of honor." 

Alana Burke is a columnist and radio talk-show host in northern 
California, www.alanaburke.com 



The American Legion Magazine to\d the story 
of Johannessen's fight to bring a chapel to the 
Northern California Veterans Cemetery in October 
2010 ("A Demand on My Soul," Rapid Fire). 
Read it online: ® www.legion.org/magazine 



[MEDIA] 

2011 Legion streaming schedule set 

The American Legion will broadcast live several of its major summer events at 
www.legion.org, free of charge, for Legionnaires and other viewers. 
Here is the complete schedule: 

Boys Nation, Washington Game 3: Northwest vs. Mid-Atlantic, 

Candidate debates, Tuesday, July 26, 5 p.m. EST 

3 p.m. EST Game 4: Southeast vs. Northeast 

Elections, Tuesday, July 26, (Doubleheader) 

6:30 p.m. EST Saturday, Aug. 13 

Final Senate session, Friday, July 29, Game 5: Loser Game 1 vs. 

8 a.m. EST Loser Game 3, 10 a.m. EST 

Graduation, Friday, July 29, Game 6: Loser Game 2 vs. 

7:30 p.m. EST Loser Game 4 (Doubleheader) 

American Legion Baseball Game 7: Winner Game 1 vs. 

World Series, Shelby, N.C. Winner Game 3, 5 p.m. EST 

Friday, Aug. 12 ^^me 8: Winner Game 2 vs. 

Game 1: Central Plains vs. Great Lakes, ^^^""^^ ^"^^ ^ (Doubleheader) 

1 0 a . m . EST Sunday, A ug. 14 

Game 2: Western vs. Mid-South Game 9: Winner Game 6 vs. 

(Doubleheader) Loser Game 7, 1 p.m. EST 



Game 10: Winner Game 5 vs. 
Loser Game 8, 5 p.m. EST 
Game 11: Winner Game7vs. 
Winner Game 8 (Doubleheader) 

Monday, Aug. 15 
Game 12: Winner Game 9 vs. 
Loser Game 11, 4 p.m. EST 
Game 13: Winner Game 10 vs. 
Winner Game 11 (Doubleheader) 

Tuesday, Aug. 16 

Game 14: Winner Game 12 vs. ^ 
Winner Game 13, 4 p.m. EST 
Game 15, if Winner Game 11 
loses Game 13 or if Winner, 
Game 12 wins Game 14 
(Doubleheader) 

93rd National Conventior]^ 

Minneapolis 
Color Guard Contest, 

Aug. 27, 9 a.m. EST 



Band Contest, Saturday, Aug. 27, 
2 p.m. EST 

Patriotic Memorial Service, Sunday, 
Aug. 28, noon EST 
Parade, Sunday, Aug. 28, 
5:30 p.m. EST 

General Session Day 1, Tuesday, 

Aug. 30, 9:30 a.m. EST 

General Session Day 2, Wednesday, 

Aug. 31, 9:30 a.m. EST 

General Session Day 3, Thursday, 

Sept. 1,9:30 a.m. EST 
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Finally, a cell phone 
that's ... a phone! 




"Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age 
and get a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, my book 
group made (un of me, and the last straw was when my car 
broke down, and I was stuck by the highway for an hour 
before someone stopped to help. But when I went to the cell 
phone store, I almost changed my mind. The phones are so 
small I cant see the numbers, much less push the right one. 
They all have cameras, computers and a "global-positioning" 
something or other that's supposed to spot me from space. 
Goodness, all I want to do is to be able to talk to my 
grandkids! The people at the store weren't much help. 
They couldn't understand why someone wouldn't 
want a phone the size of a postage stamp. And the 
rate plans! They were complicated, confusing, and 
expensive. . . and the contract lasted for two years! 
I'd almost given up when a friend told me about her 
new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have the convenience 
and safety of being able to stay in touch. . . with a 
phone I can actually use." 



The cell phone that's right for me. Sometimes I 
think the people who designed this phone and 
the rate plans had me in mind. The phone fits 
easily in my pocket, but it flips open and 
reaches from my mouth to my ear. The 
display is large and backlit, so I can actually 
see who is calling. With a push of a button 
I can amplify the volume, and if I don't 
know a number, I can simply push "0" 
for a friendly, helpful operator that will 
look it up and even dial it for me. The 
Jitterbug also reduces background noise, 
making the sound loud and clear. There's 
even a dial tone, so I know the phone is 
ready to use. 



Affordable plans that I can understand - and no contract to 
sign! Unlike other cell phones. Jitterbug has plans that make 
sense. Why should I pay for minutes I'm never going to use? 
And if I do talk more than I plan, I won't find myself with no 
minutes like my friend who has a prepaid phone. Best of all, 
there is no contract to sign - so I'm not locked in for years at 
a time or subject to termination fees. The U.S. -based customer 
service is second to none, and the phone gets service 
virtually anywhere in the country. 



Monthly Minutes 


50 


100 


i Monthly Rate 


$14.99 


$19.99 


1 Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


1 911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


1 Long Distance Calls 


No add'l charge 


No add'l charge 


f Voice Dial 


FREE 


FREE 


' Nationwide Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Friendly return policy^ 


30 days 


30 days 




Available 
in Graphite, 
Red, and White. 



More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

Call now and get a FREE Car 
Charger and FREE Leather Car- 
rying Case — a $43.99 value. Try 
Jitterbug for 30 days and if you 
don't love it, just return it^ 
Why wait, the 
Jitterbug 
comes ready 
to use right 
out of the 
box. If you 
aren't as 
happy with it 
as I am, you can return it for 
a refund of the purchase price. 
Call now, the Jitterbug product 
experts are ready to answer your questions. 



Order now and receive a FREE Car 
Charger and a FREE Leather Carrying 
Case for your Jitterbug- a $43.99 value. Call now! 



firstSTREET 

for Boomers and Beyond® 



^ 1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



Jitterbug Cell Phone 

Call now for our NEW low price. 

Please mention promotional code 42 I 68. 

I -888-796-5532 

www.j itte rbugd i rect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. 

oticva 



VfSA 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc.Your invoices will come from GreatCall.AII rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35. 
Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug's 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an 
Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly rate plans do not 
include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition.We will also refund your 
first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will apply for each minute over 30 minutes. The activation fee and shipping charges 
are not refundable. Jitterbug is a registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. Copyright © 201 I GreatCall, Inc. Copyright © 201 I by 
firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.AII rights reserved. 
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[VERBATIM] 

"As president I refused 
to wait for the images of 
slaughter and mass graves 
before talking action.'' 

President Barack Obama, 

defending his decision to commit 
U.S. forces to a military mission in Libya 

^^This is the most 
muddled definition of 
an operation probably in 
U.S. military history.'' 

U.S. Rep. Mike Coffman, R-Colo., 

on wlietlier tlie Libya mission 
is meant to oust Muammar Gaddafi 

^^Our nanogenerators 
are poised to change 
lives in the future. Their 
potential is only limited by 
one's imagination." 

Zliong Lin Wang of tlie Georgia 
Institute of Technology, on the 
possibility that tiny chips could use 
body movement to power electronic 
devices, such as an iPod or cell phone 

^^1 have always said, 
heard, that it would not be 
strange that there had 
been civilization on 
Mars, but maybe 
capitalism arrived 
there, imperialism 
arrived, and 
finished off 
the planet." 

Hugo Cliavez, 

president of Venezuela, saying 
during a World Water Day speech 
that capitalism may be responsible 
for the lack of life on Mars 

^^We exist, we're here, 
we're normal. 
We're also in foxholes." 

Sgt. Justin Griffith, chief organizer 
of Fort Bragg's Military Atheists 
and Secular Humanists (MASH), 
which is seeking official Army 
recognition as a faith group 
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Sources: CNN, The Washington Post, Telegraph, Fox News, Tampa Bay Online 
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[TECHNOLOGY] 

VA offers phone app for PTS 

Veterans dealing with symptoms of post-traumatic 
stress can now turn to their smart phones for help. Created 
by VA and DoD, the PTSD Coach application assists phone 
users in managing their symptoms, links them with local 
sources of support, and provides information on PTS. The 
application can be downloaded free in the iTunes store. 
An Android release was expected in late spring. 

The first in a series of jointly designed resources, PTSD 
Coach is primarily geared to enhance services for those 
already receiving mental-health care, though it is also 
helpful for those considering care. Given the popularity of 
mobile devices, VA and DoD hope to reach a large part of 
the military population with the new suite of applications. 




[ENTERTAINMENT] 

Legion supports 'Making of a Star' 

With strong support from The American Legion, a reality-TV program 
debuting this summer will put talented military members and veterans in the 
spotlight. Judges for 'The Making of a Star" are traveling the country this 
month, conducting auditions in eight different cities - some at Legion posts - 
and will select 12 finalists. The series begins in July, and wraps up in New York 
City during the week of the 10th anniversary of 9/11. 

Contestants will participate in a performing-arts boot ^ 
camp and compete for prizes, including a film The 
role and an international tour. The series supports JS^Alcitl^ 



the Legion by raising awareness of the organization in 
audition cities, and through financial contributions to 
Legion programs. Register for an audition online. 

^ www.makingofa5tartv.com 
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[LEGION BASEBALL! 

Dunn to headline ALWS concert 

Grammy winner Ronnie Dunn, formerly of the popular country-music duo 
Brooks & Dunn, will kick off the American Legion World Series with a 
performance at the Cleveland County Fairgrounds in Shelby, N.C., on Aug. 11. 
His performance is one of several events Shelby's Legion Baseball 
Committee has planned for coaches, players, family members and 
baseball fans during the World Series, scheduled for Aug. 12-16. 
The town has spent six months converting Keeter Stadium into a 

state-of-the-art ballpark. Outdated, 
aboveground dugouts have been 
replaced by two sunken dugouts 
with rails, storage lights, a restroom, and 
phone lines with direct access to the press 
box. An additional 500 seats were added 
; \ ' above each dugout, increasing the ballpark's 

seating capacity from 4,000 to 5,000. A new 1,800-square- 
foot World Series headquarters building is also going up 
^ adjacent to the field. Last December, Lowe's Home Improvement 
donated $300,000 for construction. 

For World Series tickets, transportation and more: 
I ® www.americanlegionworlcl5erie5.com 

AP/JulieJacobson 





OFFICIAL MILITARY VETERAN CAPS & RINGS 



You'll be proud to wear the service cap dedicated to every veteran who served in every branch and war of our Armed Forces. 
■.if^VAf ^ ^ All caps are solid. 100% brush cotton twill. Adjustable st rag^- o ne size fits all. PBrfBCt Gift! 
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ONLY M 4^^ i gJ!tJ g?:*FR££ CAP w/ ANY RING! 

Richly Embroidered Official Scrambled Eggs Add $5 Each Cap (shown on brim above). Available with or without Eggs 



MILITARY Service Rings Lifetime Warranty 

ims. -ift _ Any Ring 

m'^- 'l^^ m[^^^^^ . WTffl FREE GIFT POUCHI W 

Pr==^ *ANY 2 RINGS ONLY $99 + FREE CAP! ?i 





Richly crafted with 18k heavy gold electroplate or in pure plated white rhodium, hand finished and precisely set with Ruby or 
Sapphire Austrian crystal. Logos are etched into stone with gold leaf, each side contains finely sculpted emblems of each 
branch as well Or choose our new rings in pure white rhodium plated with 18k heavy gold electroplated instgntas (shown on top). 



Order by Phone: 516-741-0346 or at www.Rushindustries.com/ARH386LF 



30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE (Jess s&H) 
Please enter style, quantity, and ring size: 

Air Coast Special U! 



Special Forces, Iraqi, & POW 
Similar Style Not Shown 



No Eggs 

Eggs Add $5 

{Sho\Nn Abo\/e*j 

Military Rings: 

Gold Color w/ Stone 
Silver Color w/ Stone 
Silver Color w^o Stone 
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□ SPECIAL: ANY 2 RINGS FOR ONLY $99 + FREE CAP! ^^^^ cap (No Eggsj 
For nngs or caps add $3 J5 S&H plus $1.95 for each addl item. value of $i 4.dS[ 

□ Express Service add $3.00 per order (57 Business Days) Add $5 for scrambled Eggs 

A/ofe; For personal checks, there will be a 10 day verification delay. 



Send to: 

Rush Industries, lnc> Dept. ARH386LF 
263 Morton Highway p MineoJa, NY 11501 

Enclosed is $ or charge it 

□ □ □ 'i ^^w a 
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Name: 



Address: 
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State ^ — 
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How to submit a reunion 

I The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

6th Bomb Wing (Walker AFB, NM), Roswell, NM, 
9/16-17, Bobby Pike, (479) 452-7191, bbpik@aol. 
com; 34th Bomb Sqdn, Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/22-25, Rod Brelund, (225) 751-2058, rodbrel@ 
msn.com; 366th Ftr Assn, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 9/23-25, Jim Dunlop, (970) 240-3733; 398th 
BombGrp, Branson, MO, 9/7-11, Sharon Krause, 
(734) 416-5993, tink46@comcast.net; 632nd 
Cbt Support Grp (Fire Dept, Binh Thuy AB, 
Vietnam, 1968-1969), St. Louis, 8/16-18, Jimmie 
Perry, (541) 890-3643, grandfatherperry@yahoo. 
com; 6994th Sec Sqdn, Colorado Springs, CO, 
8/4-7, Bob Hull, (740) 924-5261, shibob27@ 
columbus.rr.com; 764th Radar Sqdn (St. Albans 
AFS, VT), St. Albans, VT, 8/12-14, Garrie Skelton, 
(412) 310-3011, grsk764@msn.com; 4477th 
TES "Red Eagles," Las Vegas, 10/28-29, Robert 
Breault, (970) 434-9168, bobbro@bresnan.net; 
6147th Tact Cnt Grp (Korea), Minneapolis, 8/23- 
27, Dick Souza, (978) 453-3887, skeeterloc@aol. 
com; AF Postal & Courier Assn, Albuquerque, 
NM, 9/27-30, Frank Vazquez, (407) 462-1469; 
B-57 Canberra Assn, Cocoa, FL, 9/15-19, Bob 
Winklepleck, (321) 449-7322, rwinklepleck@ 
cfl.rr.com; C-7A Caribou Assn, Dallas, 9/21-25, 
Pat Hanavan, (210) 479-0226, pathanavan@aol. 
com; Undergrad Pilot Tng (Webb AFB, TX, 
1969-2006), Branson, MO, 10/2-6, Burt Ewing, 
(417) 742-2977, mlewing@earthlink.net; Unit 
87-06 (Mather AFB, CA), Las Vegas, 9/6-8, Bob 
Liebman, (605) 343-1033, mach1crow@yahoo. 
com; Women in the AF, Boise, ID, 9/7-12, Jean 
Knox, (541) 339-3050, jek97901@gmail.com 

ARMY 

1st Armd Div (All Wars), New Orleans, 8/16-21, 
Joe Sachen, (310) 990-8811, docsachen@ 
sbcglobal.net; 1st Bn 327th Inf 101st Abn HQ 
& HQ Co "Tiger Force" (1965-2011), Branson, 
MO, 7/5-11, R.A Hise, (716) 353-4501; 2/60 Inf 9th 
Inf Div, Indianapolis, 8/31-9/4, John Weiss, (620) 
261-0316, jweiss7068@verizon.net; 7th Armd 
Div Assn (WWII), New Orleans, 9/28-1 0/2, Cheryl 
Higley, (860) 678-1018, cmhig58@sbcglobal.net; 
8th TAB 25th Arty 2nd Field Force, Branson, 
MO, 11/9-12, Robert Herschbach, (573) 547-4833, 
hershy1947@yahoo.com; 10th Inf Div C Btry 
43rd AAA Bn AW SP (Eriangen, Germany, 
1956-1958), Des Moines, lA, 10/21-23, Glenn 
Metz, (814) 669-4245, nittanyclaims@yahoo. 
com; 1 1 th AB Div Assn, Tucson, AZ, 9/25-29, 
Randy Kuhn, (877) 922-3936; 14th Armd Div 
Assn, Indianapolis, 9/14-18, Harold Kiehne, (608) 
785-1931; 15th Constabulary Sqdn, Vicksburg, 
MS, 9/15-17, Horace Saldi, (301) 384-1168, 
saldidog1@comcast.net; 25th Inf Div 1st Bde 
5th Bn B Co 3rd Pit, Indianapolis, 6/17-18, Charlie 
Bryson, (217) 964-2426, fatn40@adams.net; 
31st Inf Rgt Assn, Columbus, GA, 8/11-14, Charlie 
Tapp, www.31stinfantry.org; 32nd Inf Rgt Assn, 
Branson, MO, 9/28-10/2, Helen Dyckson, 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



(727) 697-2135, heland@verizon.net; 41st Inf 
Div Assn, Portland, OR, 9/15-18, Bob Bach, (573) 
535-9833, div41@yahoo.com; 53rd Sig Bn, 
Springfield, VA, 10/13-17, Dick Dragland, (360) 
647-4571, draglandr65@yahoo.com; 67th Eng 
Co DT (Vietnam, 1967), Nashville, TN, 9/16-18, 
Charles Bates, (508) 943-2961, fx4ranger@live. 
com; 68th AA Arty Gun Bn 508th Opns Det, 
Bloomington, MN, 9/29-10/2, William Valentin, 
(952) 895-0396, lela_valentin_1112@q.com; 83rd 
Inf Div Assn, West Point, NY, 8/3-7, Carmella 
DiMartino-Catrobone, (610) 446-0434, mell.dc@ 
verizon.net; 84th Inf Div Railsplitter Society 
(WWII), St. Louis, 8/24-26, Troy Mallory, (217) 223- 
9062; 90th Div Assn (WWII-2011), Bloomington, 
MN, 8/4-7, James Reid, (630) 789-0204, 
reids90thdivisionassoc@comcast.net; 101st 
Abn Firebase Ripcord (1970), Indianapolis, 
10/5-10, Martin Glennon, (219) 962-4548; 148th 
Inf Rgt 37th Div, Port Clinton, OH, 8/26-27, 
Bruce Eberly, (937) 773-8625, mabeberly@aol. 
com; 167th Sig Co RR (Vietnam), Springfield, 
MN, 10/13-16, Charles Widener, (309) 547-2579, 
catwide@sbcglobal.net; 180th Inf Rgt 45th 
Inf Div, Oklahoma City, 9/22-24, Eric Hanson, 
(405) 308-6731; 196th FA Bn, Branson, MO, 
8/4-7, Carroll Shissler, (712) 621-1401, cshissler@ 
iowatelecom.net; 238th Eng Cbt Bn (WWII), New 
Bern, NC, 7/14-17, James Druck, (717) 318-2617, 
jim-druck@verizon.net; 249th Eng Bn (All Eras), 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO, 9/8-10, Bill Baird, (218) 
832-3420, toutpartout@bigfork.net; 304th Sig 
Opns Bn (All Yrs), Branson, MO, 9/27-29, Victor 
Stamos, (612) 724-1180, budsmart1@yahoo.com; 
321st Trans Co (Vietnam), Sault Ste. Marie, Ml, 
8/1-7, Chuck Roberts, (785) 271-5969; 366th Ftr 
Assn, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/23-25, Jim Dunlop, 
(719) 221-1571, 366fighterassociation.org; 398th 
AAA AW Bn (Korea), Branson, MO, 10/10-13, Arlie 
Schemmer, (636) 228-4474; 417th Maint USAR 
(1968-2011), Faribault, MN, 9/9, Robert Borchert, 
(507) 334-9835, rpborchert2@yahoo.com; 440th 
Sig Avn Const Bn, Nashville, TN, 10/4-6, George 
Owens, (423) 246-4926, rusmarge@chartertn. 
net; 458th Trans Co DUKWs, LARCs & PBRs, 
Rapid City, SD, 9/13-17, Jim Winstead, (417) 
894-2805, pbrmp@sbcglobal.net; 507th Para 
Inf Rgt, Columbus, GA, 10/19-23, Dick Carr, (828) 
256-6008, 507thpirreunion@gmail.com; 510th 
Engr Co, Kansas City, MO, 7/13-15, Phil Elder, 
(816) 942-8352, phil_the_budman@yahoo.com; 
523rd Eng Pipeline Co (Korea), Emmetsburg, 
lA, 9/19-21, Keith Feiner, (605) 227-4267, jjfeiner@ 
santel.net; 553rd FA Bn 3rd 18th Arty (1956- 
1959), New Orleans, 9/13-16, Carroll Dewees, 
(337) 474-8054, fdewees1@prodigy.net; 793rd 
MP Bn Assn, Atlanta, 9/21-24, Richard Kealy, (905) 
987-5016, richardk793@gmail.com; 801st Avn 
Eng Bn, Louisville, KY, 9/22-24, Robert Vajcner, 
(734) 242-4278, roger-s-roop@juno.com; 983rd 
& 463rd Eng Bns (Cbt Heavy), Valley Grove, WV, 
9/10, Virgil West, (740) 676-2556, mwvkw1@ 
aol.com 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



999th Armd FA Bn (Korea), Charlotte, NC, 9/29- 
10/1,JohnEichler,(704) 542-2644, eeichler5480@ 
att.net; 1011th Serv& Supply Co, Independence, 
KS, 10/1, Roger Wallingford, (620) 331-9598, 
rgwall@cableone.net; Bravo Co 4/47th 9th Inf 
Div, Indianapolis, 8/31-9/4, Dale Jones, (541) 
997-8600, docdj@localnet.com; Cbt Inf Assn, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/20-23, Larry Eckard, (828) 
256-6008, combatinfantrymensassoc@yahoo. 
com; CID Agents Assn, Charleston, SC, 9/28-10/2, 
William Sautter, (770) 596-6706, leo.cidaa@yahoo. 
com; D Btry 3/71 ADA (Pforzheim, Germany), 
East Peoria, IL, 8/11-14, Donald Yarbrough, (309) 
689-0449, ducky2@sbcglobal.net; HHC 222nd 
Avn Bn (Vietnam), Philadelphia, 10/6-9, Bob 
James, (330) 872-7907, mrjms44444@aol.com; 
SCARWAF, Hampton, VA, 9/21-25, Bob Fulton, 
(724) 936-4276, bopat@consolidated.net; 
Sig Corps OCS Assn, Washington, 10/13-16, 
Richard Kerns, (615) 391-0867, rkerns99@ 
bellsouth.net; US Constabulary (Germany/ 
Austria, 1945-1952), Boston, 7/13, Robert 
McLellan, (508) 896-6557, rjmc02631@yahoo. 
com; Vets of the 1st Eng Cbt Bn, Junction City, 
KS, 9/9-11, Ron Labinski, (913) 362-6468, ron. 
Iabinski@me.com; Yankee Inf Div, New London, 
CT, 6/8-10, Robert Raney, (978) 531-2257 

JOINT 

Navy, Mar & Coast Guard Parachute Riggers, 

Reno, NV, 9/6-9, Bob Corrow, (530) 542-0642, 
rpbertcprrpw@sbcglobal.net 

MARINES 

1st Bn 4th Mar, St. Louis, 9/21-25, Brad Bennett, 
(218) 722-4589, bradjbennett@charter.net; 2nd 
Bn 1st Mar (Vietnam), Memphis, TN, 11/9-12, 
Paul Mangan, (515) 360-2600, namgrunt@aol. 
com; 2nd Topo Co, Ashville, NC, 10/9-11, James 
Martin, (781) 572-7924, jimtrees@aol.com; 3rd Bn 
1st Mar (1965-1966), Kokomo, 9/16-18, David 
Guzicki, (574) 233-8594, cmguzicki@sbcglobal. 
net; 3rd Bn 8th Mar H&S Co Comm Pit (Camp 
Lejeune, NC, 1962-1965), Baltimore, 9/9-11, Jim 
Elsener, (630) 802-3792, jimelsener@hotmail.com; 
3rd Bn 11th Mar Btry Adjust, San Antonio, 
9/15-19, Doug Miller, (402) 540-9431, dwmiller48@ 
gmail.com; 4th Mar Div Assn & Iwo Jima Surv, 
Fredericksburg, VA, 8/9-14, Linda Earle, (207) 
527-2828, norskamail@gmail.com; 11th Eng Bn, 
Reno, NV, 9/14-18, Charles Luhan, (773) 585-9629, 
cl11engrbn@sbcglobal.net; Echo Co 2/3 3rd Mar 
Div (1965-1969), Albuquerque, NM, 10/2-5, Fred 
Monahan, (814) 239-2722, fredmonahan@gmail. 
com; Food Serv Assn, Memphis, TN, 9/6-1 0, 
Richard Perry, (910) 455-9232, secretary@usmcfsa. 
com; 1-3-1 (Korea), Quantico, VA, 8/24-28, Susan 
Woodward, (860) 262-1334; Latimer IKP IK 152, 
Charleston, WV, 9/29-10/1, Phil Raney, (304) 
465-0641, jpraney@suddenlink.net; Mar Air Grp 
(All Wars), Branson, MO, 10/19-21, James Jordan, 
(417) 535-4945, james.m.jordan@hughes.net 
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Mar Cryptologic Assn (MCCA), San Diego, 
9/13-17, Jay Adams, (877) 856-9562, jay4486@ 
sbcglobal.net; Mobile Riverine Force Assn, 

Indianapolis, 8/31-9/4, Michael Kelley, (317) 
308-0760, michaeljosk@yahoo.com; Point 
Mugu Mar Guard (1946-1960), Quantico, VA, 
10/8-10, Arthur Smallenberger, (816) 436-6493, 
pt.mugumarine@sbcglobal.net 

NAVY 

79th NCB, Pekin, IL, 9/11-15, Bob Huls, (309) 
353-8012, huls@comcast.net; Abraham Lincoln, 
Groton, CT, 8/18-21, W. Thomas McCance, (860) 
464-6758, 1 1 doc@comcast.net; Algol AKA 54 
(WWII, Korea, Vietnam & Cuban Crisis), 
Philadelphia, 9/14-17, Anthony Soria, (209) 
722-6005, butterfly1948@global.net; Alhena 
AK 26/ AKA 9 (WWII), Mobile, AL, 9/21 -25, 
Clyde Meyers, (225) 664-4786, clydemeyers@ 
yahoo.com; Amph Force Vets Assn, Toms 
River, NJ, 9/11-16, John Walsh, (732) 367-6472, 
apa224vpl16@comcast.net; Anzio & Coral Sea 
CVE 57, Albuquerque, NM, 9/7-11, Ralph West, 
(214) 699-5757; Archerfish SS/AGSS 311, 
Springfield, CO, 9/6-11, Larry Meyer, (660) 
493-2722, Idm31 1 @myccvtv.net; ASA Okinawa, 
Cincinnati, 9/14-18, Paul Watson, (978) 465-7473, 
w562236@aol.com; Benjamin Stoddert DDG 22, 
Jacksonville, FL, 9/28-10/2, John Dishaw, (805) 
480-4038, jbdishaw@verizon.net; Bexar JKPJK 237, 
Boston, 9/22-25, Steve Malloy, (360) 373-1093, 
ussbexar@comcast.net; Briane DD 630, 
Annapolis, MD, 10/9-13, Jim Rountree, (786) 
423-2458; fiWsto/ DD 857, Dallas, 10/6-9, Douglas 
Lipert, (978) 664-1127, drlipert@comcast.net; 
Brown DD 546, Kansas City, MO, 9/16-19, Fred 
Korzekwa, (317) 578-7736, korzekwaf@sbcglobal. 
net; Brush DD 745, Portland, ME, 9/12-16, John 
Larney, (508) 935-8929, j.larney@comcast.net; 
Cabildo LSD 16, New Orleans, 9/29-10/3, Paul 
Tsompanas, (804) 224-8694, greco3@msn.com; 
Cacapon AO 52, Bloomington, MN, 9/14-18, Bill 
McReaken, (952) 809-0102, cacapon@q.com; 
Carrier Air Grp 30, San Diego, 10/8-11, Rod 
Peters, (952) 442-4503, rodpeters@gmail.com; 
C/ior/es P. Ceci7DD/DDR 835, Chicago, 9/25-10/1, 
Greg Wells, (405) 365-1926, glw513@yahoo.com; 
Chemung AO 30 & Fleet Tanker Assn, Branson, 
MO, 10/5-9, Robert McBrayer, (313) 928-3109, 
chemung2011@live.com; Chewaucan AOG 50, 
Savannah, GA, 9/14-18, Pierce Pelouze, (856) 
566-2495, ppelouze@comcast.net; Chilton APA 
38, Portsmouth, VA, 10/13-15, Bill Shields, (215) 
330-1802, idubois42@msn.com; Co^SM^e// DD 651 
Assn, Tucson, AZ, 1 0/1 0-1 2, George Overman, 
(760) 889-2216, secretary@usscogswell.com; 
Columbus CA 74, CG 12 & SSN 762, Arlington, 
VA, 9/21-24, Allen Hope, (260) 486-2221, 
hope4391@frontier.com; Comp Sqdn 33 Assn, 
Tucson, AZ, 9/22-25, Sal Rao, (828) 635-5881, 
raojudy@yahoo.com; Constant MSO 427, Kansas 
City, MO, 10/7-9, David Russell, (913) 250-5780, 
deane_6655@yahoo.com; Coonfz DLG 9/DDG 
40, Bremerton, WA, 8/17-19, Red Bennett, (805) 
320-3318, redann@jps.net; Cowell, Fort Worth, 
TX, 10/20-23, Larry Sal ley, (864) 268-3365, 
isalley2@bellsouth.net; Curtiss AV 4, 
Washington, 9/7-10, Bruce Snider, (956) 423-3314, 
bruceusscurtissav4@rgv.rr.com; Dace SSN 607, 
Groton, CT, 8/4-7, Mike Irish, (860) 464-1023, 
mrgitch@comcast.net; Delta AR 9, Nashville, TN, 
9/11-18, Ron Ihsen, (480) 946-0863, deltaar9@ 
hotmail.com; Deuel APA 160, Branson, MO, 
9/23-25, Larry Bromley, (708) 361-8873, 
lsbradley@att.net; Diamond Head JKE 19, 
Springfield, VA, 8/19-21, Ben Gottlieb, (561) 
573-1200, beng70529@aol.com; Dogfish SS 350, 
Portsmouth, NH, 9/7-10, Hank Saunders, (781) 
344-5647, hanklyn@comcast.net; Dyess DD/DDR 
880, Bayonne, NJ, 9/24-29, Mike Lenzi, (610) 
566-6843, mjlenzi@verizon.net; Farragut Nav 
Tng Stn (Officers, POWs, Men 8f Women), 
Farragut, ID, 9/10, Elizabeth Spooner, (281) 
589-7901; Fron/c/Cnox DDR 742, Rapid City, SD, 
9/21-24, Orville Krieg, (727) 724-1279, orv.nancy@ 
verizon.net; Gainard 706, Baton Rouge, LA, 



8/14-18, Bobbie Maricle, (318) 634-5952, 
bmaricle66@hotmail.com; Goldsborough DDG 
20, Cincinnati, 9/11-16, Pat Taylor, pat@ 
pattaylorphoto.com; Guadalupe, San Diego, 
9/22-25, Eddie Murphy, (619) 588-2225, 
guadalupereunion@yahoo.com; Halsey Powell 
DD 686, Rapid City, SD, 9/7-11, James Wyatt, (435) 
752-2026, halsey.powell@comcast.net; Hamner 
DD 718, Indianapolis, 9/15-17, Buck Mclnturf, (612) 
619-5771, bmcinturf@comcast.net; Hanson DD/ 
DDR 832, Mobile, AL, 10/13-16, Roger Austin, 
(770) 504-0004, rogerandmaryellen@comcast. 
net; Hermitage Assn, Norfolk, VA, 9/6-8, John 
Papalia, (516) 798-1477, jpapalia@mac.com; 
Hollister DD 788, Bloomington, MN, 9/21-25, 
Edward Gundersen, (518) 842-7126, gunder788@ 
nycap.rr.com; Hunt DD 674, Minneapolis, 9/7-11, 
Harvey Miller, (218) 968-2277; Huntington CL 107, 
Mobile, AL, 10/13-16, Gene Volcik, (512) 926-7008, 
evolcik@aol.com; Julius A. Ftirer DEG/FFG 6, 
Branson, MO, 11/10-13, Popeye Mathis, (816) 
886-5023, shcmpopeyethesailor@gmail.com; 
Kalamazoo AOR 6, Kalamazoo, Ml, 8/11-14, Frank 
Taylor, (828) 256-6008, usskalamazoo@gmail. 
com; Keppler DD/DDE 765, Savannah, GA, 
10/13-16, Steve Mooney, (732) 326-0977, 
keppler765@hotmail.com; Lexington CV 16, 
Yucaipa, CA, 9/18-22, Gerald Warner, (909) 
21 3-7538, jpilotcar@yahoo.com; LST 454 (WWII), 
Chicago, 10/12-15, Cal Beem, (515) 382-2576, 
c.beem@mchsi.com; Mine Div 113 (Vietnam), 
Chicago, 9/29-10/2, Dick Schreifels, (651) 
455-1876, mindiv113reunion@msn.com; 
Mississippi EJKG 128, Lancaster, PA, 10/27-30, 
Paul Shepley, (910) 256-6173, eag128reunion@ 
yahoo.com; yWotintraiV APA 213, Biloxi, MS, 
10/10-13, Don DiCoio, (973) 696-3725, dicoio44@ 
aol.com; Nat'l Assn of Naval Photography 
(NANP), New Orleans, 9/14-19, Tim Timmerman, 
(941) 720-1719, timnjudy1@verizon.net; Nat'l 
Seabee Vets of America, Fayetteville, NC, 
8/16-20, Carl Barrett, (863) 299-9009, cbarret4@ 
yahoo.com; Navy Photographic Sqdn Assn 
(1942-1982) - FAPS 1, VD 1-5, VPP 1-2, VP 
61 -62, VC 61, VJ 61 -62, VAP 61 -62, VCP 61 -62 & 
VFP 62-63, San Diego, 9/27-30, Norman Smalley, 
bsmalley36@yahoo.com; Neches AO 47, San 
Antonio, 9/8-11, Edwin Anderson, (425) 821-9456, 
train8133@msn.com; Wei/i^/Cent APA 217, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL, 10/22-27, Debbie Cram, (727) 
896-7161, dcram@hillstravel.com; Newport LST 
1179, Little Creek, VA, 9/28-10/2, Ray Batiato, (828) 
256-6008, ussnewportlst1179@gmail.com; 
Oberon AKA 14, Portland, ME, 9/15-18, Robert 
Vaillancourt, (207) 452-2015, coolmoose@ 
roadrunner.com; Odin Sqdn VX-4, VW-2, VP-11, 
VP-51, VP-54, VP-101, VPB-101, PATSU 1-2 and 
CASU F-56,San Diego, 9/14-17, Walt Jones, (727) 
517-1407, wsj@att.net; Perkins DD 377 & DD/DDR 
877, Branson, MO, 9/11-16, Larry Countryman, 
(417) 581-2926, ldcountry@centurytel.net; 
P/c/cai/i/oy APA 222, Boston, 9/22-25, Jim 
Crawford, (828) 256-6008, sailor@catt.com; 
Piedmont JKD 17, Norfolk, VA, 10/12-16, Ruth 
Geraghty, (201) 339-5155, rwgeraghty@verizon. 
net; Pocono AGC & LCC 16, Peabody, MA, 
8/14-18, Jack Myers, (765) 453-9531, jmyers1064@ 
aol.com; Quopoi/i^ ATF 110, Honolulu, 10/23-30, 
Kenneth Kuhn, (217) 446-8440, kenkuhn2218@ 
yahoo.com; Quincy CA 71, Linthicum, MD, 
10/7-10, Bill Appier, (410) 549-0990; Ranger CM I 
CVA 61, Las Vegas, 9/14-17, Bill Fitzpatrick, (619) 
449-2475, menfitz@att.net; Rowe DD 564, 
Mobile, AL, 10/13-16, Bob Wood, (828) 256-6008, 
ussroweusswatts@yahoo.com; Rupertus DD 851, 
Branson, MO, 9/8-11, Jim Nelson, (828) 256-6008, 
rupertusdd851@aol.com; Rushmore Assn, 
Charleston, SC, 9/14-18, Earl Crain, hecrain@ 
yahoo.com; Saipan CVL 48 VMA-324, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/13-15, Bob Robinson, (304) 594-1304, 
bobelou2000@yahoo.com; Samuel N. Moore DD 
747, Portland, OR, 9/14-18, Bob Culver, (402) 
489-5910, torpedoman@windstream.net; San 
Jacinto CVL 30, Fredricksburg, TX, 9/1 -4, 
Debbie Hume, (815) 578-8496, sanjaclegacy@ 
comcast.net; Schofield DEG/FFG 3, Boston, 



8/25-28, Ron Spagna, (724) 335-5204, ron6978@ 
comcast.net; Sea Cat SS 399, Pigeon Forge, TN, 
9/26-30, Edwin Hymer, (515) 981-3006, ednmeg@ 
mchsi.com; ShangriLa CV/CVA/CVS 38, 
Burlingame, CA, 9/6-11, Bob Hayner, bopahay@ 
comcast.net; Shenandoah AD 26, Branson, MO, 
10/13-16, David Zapf, (505) 890-0113; S/b/ey APA 
205, Little Rock, AR, 9/15-17, Howard Hawes, (501) 
227-6898; Soubarissen AO 93, Albuquerque, NM, 
10/9-13, Ben Burney, (601) 946-9531, bensbunk@ 
gmai.com; Sp/noxSS/SSR 489, Branson, MO, 
8/28-9/3, Jerry Cartwright, (405) 692-5380, 
moondauggy@sbcglobal.net; Stockham DD 683, 
Mount Laurel, NJ, 9/13-16, DeWitt Peterson, (856) 
234-5147, dpeterson53@comcast.net; Suwannee 
CVE 27, Seattle, 10/13-15, Margaret Reese, (253) 
265-2757, mgtrees@gmail.com; Taconi'c AGC 17, 
San Antonio, 10/9-13, Dave Asselin, (321) 
631-6928; Tingey DD 539, Minneapolis, 9/14-17, 
Ron Cavanaugh, (952) 226-2785, slcavana@ 
integra.net; Tolovana AO 64, Long Beach, CA, 
9/15-18, Joe Moore, (714) 892-8025, 
joemooreao64@yahoo.com; Trenton LPD 14, 
Norfolk, VA, 7/21-24, Dan Hess, (989) 506-0837, 
babecakes_1_2@yahoo.com; Umpqua ATA 209, 
Mt. Pleasant, SC, 10/9-13, Larry D. Countryman, 
(417) 581-2926, idcountry@centurytel.net; Van 
Valkenburgh DD 656, Buffalo, NY, 8/25-28, 
Thomas Walton, (716) 649-6253, dd656vanv2011@ 
gmail.com; VAP-61, VAP-62, VJ-61 & VJ-62, St. 
Louis, MO, 11/2-6, Jim Temple, (757) 721-3077, 
templej2@cox.net; VP 44, St. Louis, 9/21 -24, Les 
Dennis, (636) 532-0460, ljdennis@charter.net; 
VP-69 & NW VP Units, Oak Harbor, WA, 10/14-16, 
Daryl Phillippi, (503) 238-6020, darl_p@juno.com; 
VW-1, Branson, MO, 10/3-7, Ed Metzger, (352) 
726-4943, saled@tampabay.rr.com; Wiltsie DD 
716, Charleston, SC, 9/21-25, Frank Russo, (843) 
705-4426, jr1544@gmail.com; Wyandot KA 92, 
New London, CT, 9/17-21, Fred Gladstone, 
(508) 942-4077, ffgladstone@yahoo.com 



WALK-IN BATH SALE! 




Wholesale prices 
starting at $2,399! 



• Hundreds of walk-in baths in stock 

• More than 70 models offered 

• 60 years in business 

• FREE Shipping (Continental US) 

• 3 American-made brands 

• World's largest single location 
Jacuzzi brand dealer 

LUTER'S SUPPLY 

www.LuterSupply.com 
1-800-264-4902 



Owned & operated 
by former Air Force 
Combat Crew member, 
Emmette Luter 



Yancey AKA 93, New Orleans, 10/6-9, George 
Clifton, (708) 425-8531, clifs@ameritech.net; 
Yorktown CV/CVA/CVS 10, Mount Pleasant, SC, 
10/13-15, Todd Cummins, (843) 849-1928, 
yorktowncvl Oassociation@gmail.com; Ze/Zars 
DD 777, Albuquerque, NM, 9/8-11, Ray Cottini, 
(520) 219-3136, cfd_eng68_ret@comcast.net 

LIFEIVIEIVIBERSHIP 

Post 807, CA: Robert J. Stassi, Duane Stueve 

Post 142, FL: George Foley, George Sieffert 

Post 189, FL: James Rodgers 

Post 347, FL: Leonard Biederman, Mario Busa, 
Matthew F. Chesson, John Gibbons, Oscar 
Legere, Stanley Lott, Francis Lussier, Chester 
Miller, Thomas Murphy, Lyie Roof, Wendell 
Sherman, John Shimshauser, Robert Wilson 

Post 579, NY: Ronald Bente, Walter Eckler, Homer 
Lindstadt, James McGrath, Daniel Naughton, 
Douglas Robertson, James Turner Jr. 

IN SEARCH OF 

1st AB Sqdn 353rd Airdrome Sqdn (Mitchel 

Field, Long Island, NY), Jacquin Elgart, 

(678) 639-1621 
1st Bn 7th Mar H&S Co (Camp Sukiran, 

Okinawa, Japan, 1960-1961), John Ward, 

(412) 371-3639, jtwardmarine@yahoo.com 
2nd Mar Div (All Eras), Robert Moody, 2nd 

Recon Bn Assn, P.O. Box 171, Casper, WY 82602 
2nd Recon Bn Mar & Sailors (All Eras), 

Robert Moody, moodyrn@comcast.com 
14th Trans Bn (AM&S) (GS) (Nha Trang, 

Vietnam), Dan Quackenbush, (315) 436-0498, 

quack071 1 @twcny.rr.com 
48-206 Co (NTC San Diego), John Bush, 

(704) 865-4781 
77th Trans Co (Larochelle, France, 1961-1964), 

Charlie Thacker, (260) 351-2503 
79th Trans Co DS (Qui Nhon, Vietnam), Art 

Harrison, (440) 668-0019, jam1996min@aol.com 
127th Bn Seabees (Hawaii & Philippines, 

WWII), John Montagano, (508) 823-2884 
137th Field Serv Co (Gulf War, 1991), Richard 

Lindemann, (215) 781-3673 
176th Sig Repair Co 7th Army (Boblingen 

Straubing, Germany, 1955-1957), Henry 

Schultz, (814) 864-9960 
187th Abn RCT Basketball Team Rakkasans 

(Beppu, Japan, 1954-1955), Willie Rand, 

(708) 205-2974, dhuy@juno.com 



335th Trans Co DS (Chu Lai, Dong Ba Thin, 

Vietnam), Ernest McDaniel, (434) 685-3759, 

revernest@minister.com 
339th Trans Co DS (Nha Trang & Da Nang, 

Vietnam), Ralph Frank, (352) 527-9319, 

rf339ds@embarqmail.com 
510th Eng Co Hvy Equip (Toul, France, 

1959-1962), Phil Elder, (816) 942-8352, 

phil_the_budman@yahoo.com 
540th Trans Co GS (Pleiku, Vietnam), Wayne 

Gallant, (916) 543-4856, wayne.gallant@ 

sbcglobal.net 
604th Trans Co DS (Pleiku, Vietnam), 

Harald Hendrichsen, (503) 888-6510, 

harald@604th.com 
608th Trans Co DS (Dong Ba Thin, Vietnam), 

Dan Sippel, (912) 876-5017, disppel@clds.net 
610th Trans Co GS (An Khe & Da Nang, 

Vietnam), Al Walker, (570) 662-2328, colcmsr@ 

frontier.com 
614th AVEL DS (Nha Trang, Pleiku & Qui 

Nhon, Vietnam), Frank Ferry, (203) 205-9021, 

frankgferry@yahoo.com 
A Co 1st Bn 77th Armor 5th Inf Div (Quang 

Tri, Vietnam, 1969-1970), Rich Garling, 

(706) 754-2286, mpalme6@excite.com 
A Co 3/8 4th Inf Div (Pleiku, Vietnam, 

1967-1968), Jim keeling, (903) 597-1371, 

keelingproperty@att.net 
Army Criminal Investigation Div Special 

Agents (1941-2011), William Sautter, 

leo.cidaa@yahoo.com 
B Btry 607th FA Bn (Fort Richardson, AL, 

1955-1956), John Schimmelpfenning, 

(217) 536-5209 
Bridge Pit H&S Co 2nd Eng Cbt Bn 2nd Inf 

Div (Korea), Robert Fiedler, (607) 722-5491, 

rfiedler@stny.rr.com 
HQ & HQ 2nd Bn Co 16th Inf Recon Pit 

(1965-1966), Richard Anderson, (706) 676-2112 
HQ & HQ Co 2nd Bn 15th Inf 3rd Inf Div 

(Wildflecken, Germany, 1969-1972), 

James Mead, (906) 458-6046 
LST 349 USNR Officers, John Enzmann, 

(516)745-6910 
MCB 9 Stat Team 904 (Quang Tri, Vietnam, 

1964), Tony Mclean, (559) 859-2200 
Mil Assistance Cmd Advisory Team 37 

(Vietnam), Donald Bonds, (770) 489-4714, 

bondsdonald@aol.com 
Pit 314A (Parris Island, SC, 1946), Martin 

Collison, (410) 479-1564, collie55@verizon.net 



Task Force Smith 21st Inf Rgt 24th Inf Div 
(Chochiwon, Korea, July 1950), Ed Belcher, 
(304) 547-0337, ednsyl@comcast.com 

Venture MSG 496 (1966-1968), Mike Ryman, 
(574) 370-1212, crcwbys@gmail.com 

VT-5 NAAS (Sauf ley Field, Pensacola, FL, 
1964-1967), Alfred Boucher, (860) 617-5728, 
aboucher4@tampabay.rr.com 

TAPS 

William Anderson, Dept. of Michigan. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2008-2009 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
2009-2011. 

J. Lee Cathey, Dept of New Mexico. Nat l Legis. 

Cncl. 1979-1980. 
Homer Connell, Dept. of Arkansas. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1975-1976 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

1975- 1982. 

Alex llczuk. Dept. of Maryland. Dept. Cmdr. 

1996- 1997 and Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1991-1999. 

Howard Jessen Sr., Dept. of Washington. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1984-1985 and Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 
1989-2001. 

Elwin O. Kline, Dept. of Michigan. Dept. Cmdr. 
1989-1990, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1991- 
1993, Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1994-1995, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1993-1995, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 2005-2007 
and Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1997- 2009. 

Gary Smart, Dept. of Alaska. Dept. Cmdr. 
2006-2007. 

Robert E. Stewart, Dept. of Kentucky. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1980-1981, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
1991-1993, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1976- 1977, 1978-1979 and 1989-1993, Nat'l 
Americanism Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1996- 
1997, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1993-1996, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1993-1997, 
Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1979-1980, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 2005-2011 
and Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1973-1974, 1981-1982 and 1997-2011. 

Billy B. West, Dept. of Mississippi. Dept. Cmdr. 

2002- 2003, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

2003- 2009 and Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1994-2002. 

Herbert R. Williams, Dept. of New York. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1992- 
1993 and Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1997-2011. 



HEARING AIDS 
iPTo 60% SAVINGS, 



STRONGER 
THAN 




30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.iioydliearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 



VIAGRA. 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



1-866-611-6891 



Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademarl< of Pfizer Inc 



order online www.Dillmedica.com 




FLAG CO., INC. 



1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, lA 50501 



800-992-3524 



SINCE ^^^^^^^ "Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hn recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-611 , 
Hannibal MO 63401 . 1 codeA-6ii 



www.ClassicRings.coi 
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www.viamedic.com n 

800.547.9942 y 



U.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



rSB FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
■V TOLL FREE TEL^ @00-a64-5062 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 

lOeSO CO RDS1,#2IS 
MAPLE GROVE, MN S6369 | 
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.c 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS- NAVY SHIP CAPS 



2_Seater 



10% Tax 
• Credit 




www.palmerind.com~ 

One hand operated 
Electric 1, 2, 3 or 4Seaters 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 

vAade Palmer Industries eiwce 
Vlv}^^ P O Box 5707ARH T^-ji 

Endicott NY 13763 
Small scooters, Pedal/Electrics 
^Handcycles^Electri^Cit^fo^ 



DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year ^ QQO 95 Any size 
warranty OOOS or style 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL • FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77^ 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 



SLEEP 




CONQUER INSOMNIA 

• Special Exercises & Mind Control 
techniques to induce Sleep. 

• Specific Information as to how to 
control your mind when going to Sleep. 

• Throw away the Sleeping Pills and 
Sleep every night without them. 

For a booklet to relax, and produce 
restful Sleep, Send $14.95 check to: Sleep 
Methods, Box 7372- A, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 542-9513 www.sleepmethods.com 



Save $2,000 or more 
on your next move! 



Buy and/or sell your home I 
PQI^ ■ and receive cash back.* | 
I SALE r 



800.593.2526 



Secure a mortgage & receive 
discounts off closing costs. 



800.593.2526 



A "no hassle" move plus exclusive 
Legion discounts. 
Call for a 

FREE ij**^' J 

estimate! Jfc^^^^ 



northAmericm 

mmm 



"Autumn Leaves" Tour ■ iittp://legion.myhomebe^ 



Visits Historical East 

15 Days October Departures from $1299* 



Start in Philadelphia, and travel on your comfortable 
motor coach, through the mountains, offering 
spectacular-colorful vistas. Includes sightseeing in 
Philadelphia; New York City; New Haven; mansions 
in Newport, Rhode Island; Cape Cod & Boston. 
Travel through the White and Green Mountains to 
French Canada: Quebec and Montreal, both with city 
tours, and travel along the St. Lawrence River to 
Niagara Falls. YMT will also take you to Gettysburg, 
Amish Country, and more! *Per pers., dbl. occ. 
Airfare is extra. 



^f*^T details and itinerary 7 days a week: 

;aS"s 1-800-736-7300 

lt'itimetotr*ve« 



* Certain restrictions apply. Call or visit website for details. 



Viagra* Didn't Work? 



The Revive Premlunn System 
from Encore is a Proven 
Therapy with NO SIDE EFFECTS 



NEW DESIGN • 95% EFFECTIVE 



•Only Encore Includes both a 
Manual & Battery Pump in our 
Medicare System 

•Covered by Medicare & 
Private Insurance 



• HAT PINS 

u 
z 



MEDALS • 
00 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



•Lifetime Warranty 



COVERED BY 
MEDICARE 

& Most Private Insurance 

#7 UROLOGIST 
RECOMMENDED 

1 '800-47 5-3097 

www.RevivePremium.com 



THE STORY OF SIMON E RENAUD 

Simone Renaud devoted 44 years 
of her life to writing letters, shooting 
photos, organizing ceremonies 
and corresponding with U.S. families 
who'd lost loved ones at Normandy. 




"Mother of Normandy: The Story of Simone Renaud/' 

$35 Hardcover | $25 Softcover | $20 DVDs 
Order online: ^ www.emblem.legion.org 

Order by phone: (310) 497-8000 

Sales help benefit The American Legion's 

Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Fund. 
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PARTING SHOTS 



/ drive way too fast to worry about cholesterol. 

A PUNY BUS DRIVER pulled up at a stop, 
and a giant of a man climbed on. 

"Big John don't pay/' the man said, and 
marched straight to a seat. Given the 
difference in size between the two men, 
the driver wasn't about to argue. 

This continued for several days, by 
the end of which the driver was beginning 
to resent Big John's attitude. Why should 
he not pay when everyone else had to? 
So during his vacation, he went to the 
gym and began lifting weights to show 
Big John who was the boss. 

A few weeks later, with rippling 
muscles where there was once only skin and 
bones, the driver looked forward to his daily 
encounter with Big John. At his usual stop, the 
large passenger boarded and said, "Big John 
don't pay." The driver rose to his feet and boldly 
asked, "Really? And why not?" 

Big John reached into his shirt pocket, and 
the driver feared the worst. Then he heard, 
"Big John got bus pass." 



A CUSTOMER at a restaurant summoned the 
waiter and said angrily, "Look at the size of this 
piece of beef. Last evening, I received a piece more 
than twice its size!" 

"Where did you sit?" the waiter asked. 

"By the window. Why does that matter?" 

"Well, that explains it. We always serve larger 
portions to customers sitting by the window. It's 
good advertising." 




In my day, m didn't have q\ue sticks. We had to eat paste right out of the jar!" 





"I'm sorry dinner took so long. 
Your pork chop got stuck in the toaster." 



"It's a game. I call it Frustration." 

A MARRIED COUPLE received two theater tickets 
as an anniversary present, with the cryptic mes- 
sage, "Guess who sent them?" The couple called all 
their friends and family, but no one would admit 
to it. They went to the show and had a lovely time. 

When the couple got home, though, they discov- 
ered their house had been robbed. A note on the 
kitchen counter read, "Now you know." 

THE TEACHER asked her students, "Who can tell 
me what the ruler of Russia was called?" 

"Czar," the class replied in unison. 

"Correct. And what was his wife called?" 

"Czarina," the class replied. 

"Good! And what were his children called?" 

A timid voice piped up. "Czardines?" 

"LIFE EXPECTANCY in the U.S. has risen to a new 
record of 78.2 years. The bad news is that the 
average age a person has to work to before they 
can retire is now 78.3 years." - Jay Leno 
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Asbestos 
ancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 

The David Law Firm 



6 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, RC. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 



For Medical Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion "Freedom Car'' 




COOL NO-IRON SLACKS 



You'll love the comfort! 

Waist gives & takes with your every move! 
Light weight, quick-dry cotton & polyester is 
100% NO IRON PERMANENT PRESS! 

• 4 Deep No-Hole pockets • Snap Closure 

• Indestructible nylon Zipper Fly 

• XTRA Sturdy Belt Loops 

• Convenient Golfer's Locker Loop! It's all 

MACHINE WASH & WEAR! 
COOL, COMFORTABLE, 

S-T-R-E-T-C-H COMFORT! 
If you wonder how other men look so 
good, ask them about Haband! Better 
yet, see for yourself! Be amazed at our 
Fast Reliable Service! $14.99/2 per pair! 
No Risk Guarantee!! Hurry! \\ 

I 




price plus $7^9g^oward postage. 

In GA 



Matching Shirts ^9.99 each 

Handsome vertical striping makes 
you look slimmer! Rib knit collar, 
roomy fit, handy chest pocket and 
banded bottom. Dyed to match the 
pants. Stretchy cotton/polyester knit. 
Imported. 100% Wash & Wear. 
Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52) 
3XL(54-56) & 4XL(58-60) 




Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

shirts & slacks. I enclose $ purchase 

Postage is FREE on this order! 



FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE! 
Waists: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 

*Big Men ($4 more per pair): 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 



Inseams: XS(25-26) 8(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 
XL (33-34) (XL inseam available in 32-44 waists only) 



SLACKS 2for$29.99*m SHIRTS $9.99 each 



WHAT 
WAIST? 



WHAT 



INSEAM? MANY? 



HOW 




WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 



















RCheck I 



_Exp.: 



. Apt. # . 



City & State . 



.Zip. 



When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your checl< to ciear it eiectronicaily. 
Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and 
you wiil not receive your check back from your financial institution. 



Duke Habernickel 
#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434 



1 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price. 



1-800-543-4810 



